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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, October 1, 1976 





Mississippi Riverboat ‘Trip 


The President’s Remarks at the Lutcher-Vacherie 
Ferry Landing, Lutcher, Louisiana. 
September 25, 1976 


Thank you very much, Henson. And before I make any 
remarks, may I introduce to you my bride, Betty Ford. 
Congressman Moore, Congressman Treen, Senator T hur- 
mond, distinguished members of my Cabinet, distin- 
guished guests, the skipper of this great ship, Doc 
Hawley: 

Ladies and gentlemen, Betty and I are delighted to be 
in Louisiana, in Lutcher and in Gramercy. 

In Kansas City, I said that I would not concede a sin- 
gle State; I would not concede a single vote. I said I would 
campaign from the snowy banks of Minnesota to the 
sandy plains of Georgia. We are going to be in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida, and we are going to 
win. 

Let me thank you from the bottom of my heart for your 
warm and wonderful welcome, on behalf of both Betty 
and myself. We are delighted to be here in the South. As 
I said, we are delighted because I want to talk affirma- 
tively about what we are going to do and what we have 
done in the last 2 years. 

Your President believes that the Federal Government 
spends much too much money. Your President tried to cut 
the rate of growth of Federal spending by 50 percent. We 
made a little headway. But in the next 4 years, we will do 
even better, so you can have more money in your pocket 
and not in the Federal Treasury. 

I believe that by holding the rate of spending down, we 
can give to the taxpayers of this country the kind of tax 
reform that makes sense. It makes sense to you. And that 
is why I recommended a $28-billion tax decrease with an 
increase in the personal exemptions from $750 to $1,000, 


so you will have more of your hard-earned cash in your 
pcckets. 

All of you, I know, from talking to Congressman Dave 
Treen and Congressman Henson Moore, that you are as 
concerned as I am that the United States be strong mili- 
tarily. Let me say that in the 2 years that I have been 
your President, I have recommended to the Congress the 
two strongest military budgets in the history of this Na- 
tion. And we are going to keep America number one, 
period. 

One way we have tried to hold down the spending of the 
Federal Government is to veto 56 [58] bills passed by the 
Congress. Forty-two of those vetoes have been sustained, 
and we have saved you, the taxpayers of this country, $9 
billion. And I might add a postscript: the Vice-Presiden- 
tial candidate on the other side, who is a big spender, has 
voted to override every veto that I have made, which 
proves, without any doubt, he is the biggest spender in the 
United States Senate. 

On the Fourth of July, we had a wonderful celebra- 
tion of America’s 200th birthday. We have had a tough 
2 years. We were divided. We have healed those divisions, 
and America today has a new spirit, a new spirit that has 
given us the capability to move out of our troubles into 
brighter skies. 

Now we have some new problems to solve to improve 
the quality of our lives; a job for everybody who wants 
to work; a house for everybody who will work and save 
so he can have that home in a decent neighborhood; the 
best health care in the world; the solution to the problem 
of crime; and greater opportunities for recreation. Those 
are the visions and the goals of all of us in Lutcher, 
in Gramercy, in Louisiana, in Michigan, California, and 
in Texas. 

We have the greatest form of government in the his- 
tory of mankind. I have faith in the character and the 
strength of the American people. And, if we work together, 
then we can have the brightest 100 years ahead of us 
this country has ever had. 

Thank you. I want your vote. 

I want to thank the Governor’s wife, Elaine Edwards, 
who has, and I am proud to say, indicated publicly that 
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she thinks President Ford will be a good President for the 
next 4 years. I thank you, Elaine. I thank you from the bot- 
tom of my heart, and I will prove it to you in the next 4 
years. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:54 a.m. from the second level of 
the SS Natchez. 


Mississippi Riverboat ‘Trip 


The President’s Remarks at the Ferry Landing in 
Reserve, Louisiana. September 25, 1976 


Thank you very much, Henson. But before I acknowl- 
edge all of you and some of the wonderful guests on board, 
I would like to introduce two wonderful ladies—first, my 
wife, Betty Ford. And now may I introduce to all of you 
wonderful people from Louisiana the wife of your great 
Governor, Elaine Edwards. Elaine? I thank Elaine very, 
very much for her personal endorsement. I am very grate- 
ful, and I have told her in the next 4 years we won’t let 
her and the State of Louisiana down. 

We have some wonderful people on board. We have 
Congressman Henson Moore, Congressman Dave Treen, 
Senator Strom Thurmond. We have two members of my 
Cabinet and a number of other people, not only from 
Louisiana but from Alabama, from Mississippi, from 
Florida, Tennessee, Arkansas, Texas. We have some won- 
derful people here who have come with me to carry out 
a promise that I made that I don’t concede a single State. 
I don’t concede a single vote. I promised that I would 
campaign from the snowy banks of Minnesota to the 
sandy plains of the State of Georgia. I am in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida to prove that we can 
win on November 2. 

Now let me tell you why I think we will win. Since I 
became your President 2 years ago, we’ve had some tough 
times. We had to restore trust in the White House. We 
had to turn the economy around from inflation of over 12 
percent to where it is now, under 6 percent. And it is 
going to get better with the kind of policies we have. We 
had to extricate ourselves from Vietnam, keep the peace 
through our military superiority and our diplomatic skill. 

But let me talk about some of the bread and butter 
issues that interest you. I believe that the Federal Govern- 
ment spends too much of your tax dollars. In order to re- 
duce Federal spending, I vetoed 56 [58] bills sent to me 
by the Congress. They have sustained 42, and we saved 
$9 billion of your tax money. And that’s progress. 

I might add that Senator Mondale voted to override 
every one of the vetoes that I sent back to the Congress. 


He is a big spender and way left, and we don’t want him 
as Vice President. 


But I also think that what we ought to have is another 
tax cut. I recommended that the Congress give to the 
American people a $28-billion tax reduction so that you 
would have more money that you worked hard to earn 
for your family, your children, your wife. The Congress 
unfortunately only gave us half a loaf. And I promise to 
you that in January of next year, when I am sworn in as 
the next President of the United States, we will recom- 
mend another tax reduction. 

All of us from wherever we come in the United States 
are very interested in our national security. Yes, we have 
peace, we are not drafting anybody anymore. But we have 
to keep our Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps 
unsurpassed by anyone. We must keep America number 
one, and we will under a Ford administration. 

On the Fourth of July, I know you celebrated in Louisi- 
ana, like we did all over the country, the 200th birthday of 
this great country. In the last 2 years, as I said, we have 
had a tough time. But because of the form of government 
that we have, because of the strength and character of the 
American people, we have turned the ship of state around, 
and we are now headed upstream so that we can have a 
better America in the next 4 years and in the next century. 
We need your help. We need your help in the next 4 years 
so that we can have that better America when we cele- 
brate our 300th birthday. 

I am delighted to be in Reserve. I am delighted to be 
in Louisiana. And I love the warm welcome that you’ve 
given to Betty and me. We will be down there to shake 
hands and to indicate to you our appreciation for all of 
you coming out. But, let me ask you one favor. On 
November 2, vote for Jerry Ford and Bob Dole. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. from the second level of 
the SS Natchez. 


Mississippi Riverboat Trip 


The President’s Remarks at the Ferry Landing at 
Destrehan, Louisiana. September 25, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Congressman Dave Treen, 
Congressman Henson Moore, Senator Strom Thurmond, 
Governor Jim Edwards of South Carolina—we have two 
of my Cabinet officers, Secretary of Agriculture Earl Butz 
and Secretary of the Treasury Bill Simon: 

Let me say to all of you before I make any observations 
and comments, I have two beautiful, wonderful ladies 
with me that I would like to introduce to you on this 
occasion. First, my bride, Betty Ford. And now, the wife 
of your great Governor Edwin Edwards, Elaine Edwards. 
Elaine? And, of course, we have Dave Treen’s wife, Dody. 
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When I made an acceptance speech in Kansas City a 
few weeks ago, I said that I would not concede a single 
State, I would not concede a single vote; that I would 
campaign from the snowy banks of Minnesota to the sandy 
soil of Georgia. I have come to the State of Louisiana and 
we are going to Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. We 
are coming down here to prove that we want the South 
to be with us. 

And Betty and I thank all of you for coming out on a 
Saturday afternoon to give us a wonderful Louisiana wel- 
come, and we are deeply grateful for your hospitality and 
the friendship and the warmth of your welcome. 

But let me talk for just a minute, if I might, about why 
you and myself and millions and millions and millions 
of other Americans should be together on November 2. 

In the first place, we believe that the Federal Govern- 
ment is spending much too much of your tax dollars that 
you have worked so hard to earn. As your President for the 
last 2 years, I have imposed restraints on the expenditures 
from the Federal budget. We cut 50 percent in the rate 
of growth of Federal spending, and we would have done 
far better if we had had a cooperative Congress. 

As many of you know, I vetoed 56 (58) spending bills 
by the Congress; 42 of them have been sustained by a 
combination of good Republicans and sound Democrats. 
And the net result is, we have saved $9 billion of your tax 
dollars that you worked so hard to earn. 

Let me add just a footnote: We might have sustained 
another veto or two if we had gotten any cooperation from 
Senator Fritz Mondale, who wants to be Vice President. 
Let me tell you a secret: He has voted to override every 
veto that I have sent back to the Congress. Do you want 
him as your Vice President? 

But let’s talk about taxes. A few months ago, I sent to 
the Congress a proposal to cut your Federal income taxes 
by $28 billion, which would mean, as an example, that 
when you file your income tax return next April, instead 
of having a personal exemption of $750, under the Presi- 
dent Ford proposal you would have had $1,000 personal 
exemption. Isn’t that what you want? And if you have a 
family of four, you could have an additional $1,000 per- 
sonal exemption. That’s the kind of tax reform that this 
administration is for, and we are going to get it. If we 
don’t this year, we are going to get it next year. 

I know of the great historical tradition of the people of 
Louisiana. You believe in a strong national defense. You 
believe that the United States must be number one in the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, and Marines. Since I’ve 
been President, I have submitted to the Congress the two 
largest military budgets in the history of this country, in 
either peacetime or war. And let me say, as long as I am 


President, this country is going to have a military capa- 
bility second to none. We are going to be number one and 
stay there. 

On the Fourth of July, this country had a tremendous 
200th birthday anniversary. From Alaska to Florida, from 
Maine to California, from Louisiana to Michigan, every- 
body felt good, because in the last 2 years, we have healed 
our divisiveness, we have all come together with a great 
hope, with a good vision about the future of America. 

That means a good job for everybody who wants to 
work. That means a home for every family that wants to 
work and save. That means the best medical care that we 
can give to our people. That means freedom on the streets 
from crime. That means an opportunity for all of us to 
enjoy the blessings of our national parks and recreation 
areas. But it also means that we are at peace. And the 
United States is strong enough to maintain the peace, and 
we are diplomatically skillful enough to keep the peace. 
This is the vision, this is what we want as all Americans in 
all 50 States, and we are going to get it under the Ford 
administration. 

Now, Betty and I love being here in Destrehan, in St. 
Charles Parish, and in the great State of Louisiana. We 
look forward to coming down and shaking hands with as 
many of you as we possibly can, to look you in the eye and 
say hello and express our friendship for you. 

But let me ask you, if I could—November 2 is a very 
critical date. It makes the difference whether America is 
going to keep moving. I want your vote on that day so 
America will keep moving and have a better America for 
all of us. 

Thank you very much. 

[At this point, the President descended from the SS “Natchez” to 
greet the people assembled at the ferry landing. After greeting the 
people, the President returned to the riverboat, from which he again 
addressed the crowd.] 

A final word to not only thank all of you but to express 
our deepest appreciation for your friendship. 

As I was walking up that hill and as I stand here now, 
I can’t help but notice that tremendous grain elevator. I 
know that farmers in the Middle West have produced a 
great grain crop this year. I can tell you we are going to 
increase our exports. I can tell you that the part you play 
here in this area in our exports is very vital. 

Let me say with all the production that we have, we 
are not going to have any grain embargoes, period. And 
we are doing our best to fight the battle for a responsible 
grain inspection bill, and we will do the best we can to 
try and help those who have done a good job in the past. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:54 p.m. from the second level of 
the SS Natchez. 
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Mississippi Riverboat Trip 


The President’s Remarks at the Toulouse Street Wharf 
at Jackson Square in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
September 25, 1976 


It’s wonderful to come here to New Orleans after a 
tremendous day. And I want to thank Congressman 
Dave Treen, Congressman Henson Moore. I would like 
to thank Senator Strom Thurmond, who is on board, Gov- 
ernor Jim Edwards of South Carolina, former Governor 
Kennon of Louisiana, and former Governor Griffin of 
Georgia. 

I like that sign, “Georgians for Ford.” 


It is great to have on board here the next Congressman 


from this area, Bob Livingston. 

But, I have two favorite girls of mine alongside of me 
on board. First, I’d like to introduce to you my bride, 
Betty Ford. And it’s been a great privilege and pleasure 
for us to have on board all day long the very attractive, 
beautiful wife of the great Governor of the State of 
Louisiana, Elaine Edwards. 

At Kansas City, in my acceptance speech, I made the 
statement that I would not concede a single State, that I 
would not concede a single vote, that we were going to 
carry the campaign from the snowy banks of Minnesota to 
the sandy plains of Georgia. 

Today, we’ve been in Louisiana, tomorrow, we go to 
Mississippi and Alabama, and then we end up in Florida. 
This campaign on this weekend has been by car, by air- 
plane, and then we’ve had this wonderful experience of 
going down the Mississippi in the finest riverboat in the 
country today, the Natchez. And I thank the crew and 
everybody. 

It must be perfectly obvious that I want to win in 
Louisiana, and from every reception that we have gotten, 
the three stops—has been tremendous. And I want to 
thank all of them through you for the warm, warm 
welcome given to Betty and myself. 

Let me tell you why I think we can win Louisiana. All 
of you know that when I become President in August of 
1974 this country was in deep trouble. The American peo- 
ple had lost faith in the White House. We were suffering 
inflation of over 12 percent, and we were on the brink of a 
serious economic recession. And we were still deeply in- 
volved in Vietnam. We had troubled times. And in the last 
2 years, we have turned that ship of state around. 

It’s taken a little longer than I wanted—and I’m sure 
you wanted—but look at the progress that we’ve made. 
Instead of inflation over 12 percent, it’s under 6 percent. 
Instead of losing jobs, we have gained 4 million jobs in 
the last 17 months, and we are going to get more and 


more in the future. And I won’t be satisfied until every 
person who wants to work will get a job and a good job. 

We are out of the war in Vietnam. We have the peace, 
and we have an all-volunteer military force, and we are 
going to keep it that way. And we have the military capa- 
bility and the diplomatic skill to continue the peace. 

But let’s talk for a few minutes, if I might, about what 
we want to do in the future. In the next 4 years, in the 
first 4 years of our third century, we want a job, as I said 
a moment ago, a good job for everybody who wants to 
work. I promise that we will get an additional 2,500,000 
jobs each year in order to satisfy the young people com- 
ing into the labor market. 

Our second objective is to make it possible for every 
family, particularly the young who want to save and buy 
a home, to have a home in a decent neighborhood. 

Some of us are deeply concerned, as you are, about 
the crime rate in this country, but we’ve made some 
progress. Two years ago, the crime rate was 18 percent. 
Last year, it was 9 percent, and for the first 6 months of 
this year the crime rate is 3 percent, and that’s a lot of 
progress. And we can take some credit for it, and we will. 

In the next 4 years, we will increase the educational op- 
portunity for young people; we will make our health facili- 
ties and services much more available. There is no reason 
whatsoever why anybody should go broke in this country 
to get well. And they won’t under the Ford administration. 

I’ve been talking about the quality of life, and that’s 
what we want to give to our country in the months ahead. 

Let me take one quick minute to talk about some things 
we have tried to do that I think give you some concrete 
indication of what we are going to do in the future. 

Less than a year ago, I recommended a $28-billion tax 
decrease, 75 percent for the individual taxpayers and 25 
percent for business. Included- -and this is what is mean- 
ingful to you—I recommended that we increase the per- 
sonal exemption from $750 to $1,000. And for a family 
of four that means a tax saving (deduction) of $1,000. 
The middle-income people have been shortchanged, and 
under the Ford administration we are going to give them 
the equity that they deserve. 

Let me thank you all. Just a comment or two about 
our long-range goal and future. 

On the Fourth of July, we had a tremendous, exhilarat- 
ing experience. We celebrated our 200th birthday. The 
length and the breadth of this country there was a new 
spirit, a new vision. 

I think because we have the character of our people, 
because we have the kind of government that is surpass- 
ing any kind in the history of mankind, we have the op- 
portunity to give to our children and our children’s 
children the blessings that we inherited from our pred- 
ecessors. 
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And I pledge to you that the first 4 years of this next 
century under a Ford administration will open the flood- 
gates to blessings that we haven’t had, blessings that we 
can get, blessings for a better America. 

That’s what this administration is all about, and that’s 
why I want your vote November 2. We need it. We can 
carry Louisiana, and we can win the election. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:18 p.m. from the second level of 
the SS Natchez. 


Bay St. Louis, Mississippi 


The President’s Remarks at the Hancock County 
Public Library. September 26, 1976 


Congressman Trent Lott, Governor Finch, Mayor Carver, 
Mayor Longo, distinguished guests, all you wonderful 
Mississippians: 

It is great to be in Bay St. Louis and Hancock County, 
the State of Mississippi. As we were driving from New 
Orleans here to Hancock County, it was very obvious to 
me that you have the most wonderful outdoor recreation 
area I have ever seen. I congratulate you. You have fish- 
ing and hunting. 

Speaking of hunting, I don’t believe that the law- 
abiding citizens of this great country should be deprived 
of the right of freedom of arms, period. And I don’t think 
if you want to go hunting you have to go and register 
your firearm. 

But in Kansas City, I said that in this great campaign 
I would not concede a single State, I would not concede 
a single vote, and that we would campaign from the 
snowy banks of Minnesota to the sandy plains of Georgia. 
And we are in Mississippi to prove it. We want to win in 
Mississippi. 

But, let me take just a minute to thank your Congress- 
man Trent Lott. Trent has done a super job. Send him 
back. We need him, and so do you. 

As you will all recall, in August of 1974, just a little 
over 2 years ago, this country was in trouble. The Ameri- 
can people had lost faith in their government. We were in 
serious economic circumstances. Inflation was high, over 
12 percent. We were on the brink of a recession, the worst 
in 40 years. We were still involved in Vietnam, and this 
country had to turn it around. 

We have in the last 2 years made incredible progress, 
and we are going to make more in the next 4 years. We 
have restored trust and honor to the White House. We 
have made significant progress in reducing inflation from 


over 12 percent to under 6 percent, but we are going to 
make more. 


And let me say this: The best way to win the battle 
against the cost of living is to reduce the cost of Federal 
Government. There are some people running for this office 
of President that want to add more and more spending, 
bigger and bigger deficits, more and more inflation. 

We are against that. The Ford administration is going 
to win the battle against inflation. We are going to hold 
down the cost of government, and we will make the de- 
cision for you here by you and not by some bureaucrat in 
Washington, D.C. 

As I had the privilege and honor of coming by and 
shaking hands with many people from the great State of 
Mississippi, I noticed a number of older people. The Ford 
administration wants good housing for our older citizens, 
and we want to protect them from the cost-of-living 
increases, and we will. 

We want jobs for our younger people. We want oppor- 
tunities for meaningful jobs, not dead-end jobs. I promise 
you that this administration will never be satisfied until 
everybody who wants to work, who will look for work, has 
a job. 

But let me say that it is just wonderful to be here and 
see the patriotism and the spirit of the people of Missis- 
sippi. Let me say that on July 4, we celebrated as a nation 
the most wonderful 200th birthday that we could possibly 
imagine. We have been in trouble for 2 years, but now we 
have a rebirth of that kind of spirit in the United States 
that gave our forefathers the kind of government that we 
have inherited from them, that gave our forefathers the 
spirit and the desire and the ambition to make America 
what it is today. But now that we are over our troubles 
of the last 2 years, it’s up to you and to me to keep that 
spirit going, to expand that patriotism, to make America 
a better place for all of us—the young, the old. All 
Americans deserve in the next 4 years as we move into our 
third century the kind of America that we want—a good 
America, a better America—and we will. 

But, before I say goodby, I want to ask you one ques- 
tion. Jerry Ford needs your help. Can you give it to me? 

Thank you. It is wonderful to be here in Bay St. Louis. 

Thank you, good luck, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. 


Gulfport, Mississippi 


The President’s Remarks at the Main Post Office. 
September 26, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Consressman Trent Lott, 
Congressman Thad Cochran, Mayor Lang, Mayor Max- 
well, Mayor Saucier—that’s not bad, is it? [Laughter] 

It is wonderful to be here in the great State of Mis- 
sissippi. It is just so encouraging and wonderful to be 
here in the city of Gulfport. But I want to remind you of 
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one thing: At the convention in Kansas City, I said we 
would not concede a single State; I said we would not 
concede a single vote; I said we would campaign from the 
snowy banks of Minnesota to the sunny plains of Georgia. 

We had a wonderful day in Louisiana. It’s been tre- 
mendous in Mississippi and it will be good in Alabama, 
and it will be good in Florida. We want to win. 

Let me express my deep appreciation to Trent Lott and 
Thad Cochran. They are outstanding Members of the 
Congress. Send them back. We need them, and you need 
them. 

And let me say to Mayor Lang, I will tell you this is a 
tremendous welcome, and I appreciate your help and the 
help of the other local officials. 

Let me take just a minute to speak about the things 
that concern all of us. If you will refresh your memory, 
2 years ago, this country was in trouble. We were divided. 
There had been a great loss of trust in the American 
people in their Government and in the White House. 
There had been a tremendous adverse impact because 
inflation was over 12 percent. We were on the brink of 
the worst recession in 40 years. We had still an involve- 
ment in Southeast Asia. It was not a very good time for 
America. 

But I found that the character of the American people, 
the kind of government we have, has given us a chance to 
turn the ship of state around. And in the last 2 years, we 
have made incredible progress, and we should be proud 
of it. 

But the progress we’ve made is not enough. What we 
have to do is move from where we are to a better oppor- 
tunity, more progress. And as I travel around the country, 
I find that America is on the upbeat. We have restored 
trust in the White House. We have turned our economy 
around. Instead of 12-percent inflation, we are down to 
under 6 percent, and we are going to do better and better. 

But the way to whip inflation is not to add more Fed- 
eral spending. They way to whip inflation is to keep the 
cost of government down, and you will keep the rate of in- 
flation down. 

One way I’ve found that we can hold the lid on Fed- 
eral spending is to veto some of that bad legislation that 
the Congress sends up to the White House. As a matter 
of fact, they’ve sent 58 bills to the Oval Office; we’ve 
vetoed them. Forty-two have been sustained, but in the 
process, we have saved the taxpayers of this country $10 
billion. That’s progress. 

What we want to do is to keep the rate of spending 
down so that we can give more tax relief to the taxpayers 
of this country. The best way for America to move ahead 
is for you, the individual citizens who have worked hard 
in your factories, or in your port, or in your schools, or in 
the farms around here—the best way for you to make 
headway is to have that money that you have earned in 


your pocket and not for some bureaucrat to spend in 
Washington, D.C. 


But as we move ahead, what we want, among many 
other things, is to have all of you to have a greater op- 
portunity for recreation. And as I have traveled from 
New Orleans to here this morning, I have seen some of 
the wonderful places where you are the beneficiaries of 
fishing and hunting. Speaking of hunting, let me just make 
a comment. The law-abiding citizens of this country 
should not be deprived of the right to have firearms for 
their own protection, and if you: want to go hunting, you 
should not have to go down and register your firearms 
with some Federal official. 


As we drove in, I saw this wonderful Seabee unit out 
there giving me a warm welcome. I want to congratulate 
them for the superb job that they’ve done not only in 
their Navy capacity, but in doing everything they possibly 
could following Hurricane Camille. 

But speaking of national defense, this is where an area 
of decided difference exists between me and my opponent. 
In the 2 years that I have been President, I have sub- 
mitted to’the Congress the two largest defense budgets in 
the history of the United States. We had to do it, because 
Congress had slashed our defense budgets in the last 10 
years by an accumulated total of $50 billion. We’ve turned 
it around. My opponent wants to cut the Defense De- 
partment budget by $5-to-$7 billion. That would be dis- 
astrous. We need to keep America number one, and under 
a Ford administration, we will. You don’t stand up to the 
pressures around the world by having less power; you need 
more power, and we are going to keep it that way. 

One final comment. I know all of you here in Gulfport 
celebrated, like other people did all over the United States 
on the Fourth of July, our 200th birthday. I was privi- 
leged to travel to a few States and to see literally thou- 
sands and thousands and thousands of people. It was the 
most inspiring day that I’ve ever spent in my life, because 
I found that the divisiveness that we had had in America 
over the last 10 years had been healed. The people from 
all walks of life were getting together celebrating Amer- 
ica’s 200th birthday—a great, great occasion, but we are 
going to keep that upbeat moving. 

We have to work together in the future to make Amer- 
ica a better place for our children and our grandchildren. 
It’s an opportunity for all of us in Mississippi and Michi- 
gan, Alaska and Florida, New York and California, to 
give to us, and mainly to our children and grandchildren, 
the kind of America that we inherited, but a better Amer- 
ica. We will, and we will do it in the next 4 years and 
during the next 100 years. 

I thank all of you for coming out here today. It is just 
wonderful. 


Can I ask something else of you? On November 2, are 
you going to support Jerry Ford? 

Thank you, and we won’t let you down. It’s wonderful 
to be here. Thank you very much. 
noT®: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. 
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Biloxi, Mississippi 


The President’s Remarks at Mavar’s Cannery. — 
September 26, 1976 


Trent, Congressman Thad Cochran, Mayor O’Keefe, my 
very, very good friend, your former Governor and my col- 
league in the House of Representatives, John Bell Wil- 
liams, distinguished guests: 

It is wonderful to be here in Biloxi. I thank you very, 
very much. 

I love seafood. I just came from a wonderful seafood 
lunch, and despite what some people say, nobody works 
harder than shrimp pickers. [Laughter] 

When I was in Kansas City and making an acceptance 
speech, I made a commitment. I will not concede a single 
State. I will not concede a single vote. We are going to 
have a national campaign, and we are delighted to be 
down here in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Flor- 
ida. We want your help, and we are going to win. 

I made another commitment. We were going to cam- 
paign from the snowy banks of Minnesota to the sandy 
plains of Georgia. And we are just started because we 
want every one of the States in the South to be a part 
of the Ford victory, and Mississippi can be number one. 
We want it that way. 

As we drove across the great State of Mississippi this 
morning from New Orleans, I could not help but see 
some of the greatest recreation areas that you have all 
along the coast—fishing, hunting. Gosh, I think we ought 
to make it very clear right now. All right-believing people 
who are law-abiding ought to have the traditional right 
under the Constitution to retain firearms for their own 
national protection, period. 

I don’t think you should have to go down and register 
your gun or your firearm if you want to go hunting, and 
you won’t under a Ford administration. 

Let’s talk about some of the things that we want done in 
the future, but let’s take a quick look, if we could, at just 
what has happened in the last 2 years. 

In August, 2 years ago, I became President in a very 
tough time in this country. People had lost trust in the 
White House itself. We were having inflation of over 12 
percent. We were on the brink of the worst economic reces- 
sion in the last 40 years. We were still involved in Vietnam. 
They were troubled times. People were distrustful of one 
another, and we were divided as a people. 

But in the last 2 years, we have calmed the waters, we 
have healed the differences between our people, and we 
have made tremendous strides in turning our economy 
around. Oh, you can’t turn a switch and solve all the 
problems, but instead of over 12 percent inflation, it is 
under 6 percent. We have added 4 million jobs in the last 
17 months. We are making all kinds of progress to get this 
economy healthy again. 


Of course, we are no longer in Vietnam, and we have 
peace, and we have the military capability to keep it. But 
let me talk for just a minute about the military. I am 
mighty proud of the people out at Keesler Air Force Base. 
You are a very vital part of this great national defense team 
that we have. I believe that the United States ix the Army, 
the Navy, the Air Force, the Marine Corps, we are unsur- 
passed. And under a Ford administration we are going to 
stay number one. 


In the last 2 years that I’ve sent budgets to the Congress, 
I have submitted the two largest military budgets in dollars 
in the history of this country. And let me be very frank 
with you. Nobody can honestly cut the defense budget 
$5-to-$7 billion, as my opponent does, and keep America 
number one. You must do it the way I want it. 

But let’s talk about some of the things that we want 
for the young people, the old people, and all of us. We 
have to think of the quality of life now that we have gotten 
our economy turned around and we are out of Vietnam 
and trust has been restored in the White House. We want 
everybody to have a job that wants a job—a meaningful 
job, not a dead-end job under some of these subsidized 
programs. We want the economy of this country to give 
the people of this country a job where they can have an 
opportunity for advancement, to better themselves, and 
have some security. We want the American people, those 
who will work and save, to have a decent home in a decent 
neighborhood. We want the crime problem solved, and 
we are making headway in that regard. 

We want the best health care for our people so they can 
afford what is available. There is no reason why anybody 
in this country should go broke just to get well. 

And as I look at the next 4 years and see what you have 
done in Mississippi, what they have done in 49 other 
States, what 215 million Americans can do working to- 
gether, I am a tremendous optimist. On the Fourth of July 
of this year, we celebrated our 200th birthday. It was a 
great occasion. And the net result is there is a new spirit in 
America—a spirit of togetherness, a spirit of enthusiasm. 

We have the most wonderful opportunity in the next 
4 years to lay the foundation for a great third century. 
We will do it working together. And I want the oppor- 
tunity to be your President during that period of time. 

Can I ask you one question? I want, of course, you to 
reelect Trent Lott and Thad Cochran. You should do it 
for yourself, but also for your country. But, let me ask 
you one other question. Jerry Ford wants your vote. Can 
I get it down here in Biloxi? 

Thank you very much. It is great to be here. We have 
had a wonderful day. I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. Good luck, and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. Following his remarks, 
he toured the cannery’s pier area. 
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Pascagoula, Mississippi 


The President’s Remarks at Beach Park. 
September 26, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Trent, Bill Colmer, Jack, 
Mr. Levy: 

We've got a couple of good Alabamans here, Jack 
Edwards and Bear Bryant—t is great to have them. And 
we are going into Alabama very shortly. 

But let me say to the people of Mississippi, we started 
in Bay St. Louis, we went to Gulfport, we went to Biloxi, 
and we are now here in Pascagoula. It’s been a wonderful 
day. 

At the convention in Kansas City, I said that we would 
not concede a single State, we would not concede a single 
vote, and that we would campaign from the snowy banks 
of Minnesota to the sandy soil of Georgia, And we are 
here and we are here to win. 

It has been a great experience coming along the coast 
to see all the wonderful recreation areas that you have 
where you can fish, where you can hunt, where you can 
really spend a wonderful time after you work or go to 
school. 

But, speaking of hunting, I want to make one comment 
because I think it is vitally important for all of us who 
have a great dedication to the Constitution. No law-abid- 
ing citizen should be deprived of the right to have a gun 
in his possession under our Constitution. 

But let me talk for just a minute, if I might, about 
where we have been and where we are going. Two years 
ago, when I became President, August 9, 1974, this 
country was in tough shape. I recall vividly, as I think 
you do, the American people—for understandable 
reasons—had lost faith and trust in the White House. 
The American people were faced with economic condi- 
tions which were very difficult. The cost of living was 12 
percent or more; we were on the brink of a serious reces- 
sion; and we were still involved in Vietnam. 

That was a tough time. But, something really wonder- 
ful happened in this country. We got together. We realized 
what a blessing we had. in the kind of government we 
have, and instead of the division that we had among our 
people, we began to heal. And the net result is that 2 years 
later, we have made an incredible comeback, and we are 
going to do better and better. 

But, let’s talk about the future because that is what we 
really are all here about. I appreciate your coming. I am 
grateful for you to give me the opportunity to talk 
affirmatively. What do we have in mind for the future? 
We want a better quality of life now thai we have taken 
care of the immediate problems. What we want is a job 
for everybody who wants to work, a meaningful job. And 
I won’t be satisfied until we have a job for everybody 


who wants a job and who will look for a job. And I don’t 
mean a dead-end job for the Government. I mean a job 
where you have got an opportunity for advancement, 
where you can make yourself a career. 

We also want everybody who will work and save to 
have a home in a decent neighborhood. And under the 
next 4 years of this administration that is what we will 
get. 

And we want to get rid of crime on our streets. We 
want to give people the kind of health care that they can 
afford. Nobody should have to go broke just to get well. 


Now let me talk just a minute about the national se- 
curity. This is my third visit to Pascagoula. I came down 
here in 1962 with my wife, Betty. She commissioned a 
new submarine over here in the Ingalls shipbuilding yards. 

But let me talk about the Navy and what the Ingalls 
shipbuilding yard means to the kind of a Navy that we 
have to have. We are being challenged by the Soviet Union 
on the sea. We have had our Navy gradually go down in 
ship numbers, although we’ve done very well in tonnage. 
But you have a big shipbuilding contract out here in In- 
galls shipbuilding. I understand 27,000 people work here 
building those fine ships. I compliment you. But let me 
say this: We need a first-class Air Force; we’ve got one. 
We need a superb, first-class Army; we have one. We. need 
an outstanding Marine Corps; we’ve got one. And we’ve 
got a swell, first-class Navy, and you are a big part of it. 


I am very proud of the fact that’ I sent to the Congress 
in the last 2 years the two largest defense budgets in the 
history of the United States. And I will submit one next 
year that will be the third largest military budget in the 
history of the United States. I am not going to cut the 
defense budget just to appeal to some people. Anybody 
who says you can cut $5 to $7, or $10,-or $15 billion out 
of the defense budget does not know what he is-talking 
about. The United States is number one, and under the 
Ford administration we are going to keep it number one, 
period. 

One final comment. I will bet all of you in Pascagoula 
had a tremendous Fourth of July celebration when we 
celebrated our Nation’s 200th birthday. Wasn’t it a great 
day? Wasn’t it wonderful? 

Well, we are now in our third century, and we have 
got a new spirit. We are going on the offensive. That is 
what Bear knows how to do with those good ball teams he 
has. But, let me say this: We are healed. We are going 
forward. We are on the upbeat. America is going some- 
place, and it is all to the good. Let’s work to build a better 
America in our third century. 

Now let me ask one question—one question. I have had 
a wonderful day in Mississippi. I am looking forward to 
going to Alabama. You people in Mississippi have such 
a strong patriotism. I love being down here. It has been 
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a great day. Let me ask one favor of you. Will you vote for 
Jerry Ford on November 2? All right, that’s a compact. 
You vote for me—I won’t let you down. 

Thank you very much. 
noTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. 

In his opening remarks, the President referred to Representative 


Trent Lott of Mississippi, Representative Jack Edwards of Alabama, 
and I. G. Levy, mayor pro-tempore of Pascagoula. 


Mobile, Alabama 


The President’s Remarks at the Bates Field, Municipal 
Airport. September 26, 1976 


Thank you very much, Congressman Jack Edwards, 
Governor Wallace, Congressmen Dickinson, Buchanan, 
and of course your great coach, Bear Bryant, and all of 
you wonderful people from Mobile and the State of 
Alabama: 

What a grand conclusion of a super day, and I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. 

I especially want to indicate my gratitude, Governor 
Wallace, for your accepting my invitation to come to 
Mobile and to give me a welcome in front of your wonder- 
ful friends from the State of Alabama. I have known 
Governor Wallace ever since I was the minority leader. He 
was your Governor. We worked together then; we worked 
together when I was Vice President. 

I have attended a number of conferences where Gov- 
ernors and the President were in session, and our working 
relationship in trying to solve problems—regardless of 
whether Governor Wallace is a Democrat and I am a 
Republican—that was the aim and the objective of our 
relationship. And I can say without hesitation, I have 
never known anyone who I could work better with in that 
relationship, and I thank you very, very much. 


You don’t know how pleased I am, how honored I am 
with the comments by my long-time friend, Bear Bryant. 
He is right. We graduated—he from the University of 
Alabama, and I from the University of Michigan. He got 
into coaching, and I did. He did a lot better in coaching 
than I did, but let me say that I am a good Monday morn- 
ing quarterback when it comes to reading the paper and 
seeing what ball teams win and what ball teams lose. 

I don’t offer the advice because I played and coached, 
and I found that, you know, there is nothing like the coach 
who is there and the players who have to play. But I have 
great respect for the players that are successful and the 
coaches who are successful. And I want to commend all 
of you here in the great State of Alabama for not only 
having a great university and a great University at 
Auburn, but I want to commend you for having, I think, 
one of the outstanding coaches, not only from the point of 


view of technically being a great coach but being a great 
leader of men, and that’s what really counts. 

Thank you very much, Bear. 

When I made the acceptance speech in Kansas City, I 
made a pledge, and I used these words: I said that I will 
not concede a single State; I will not concede a single 
vote; I was going to travel this country from the snowy 
banks of Minnesota to the sunny plains of Georgia; and 
that I was going to cut across this country North, South, 
East, and West—we were going to have a national 
campaign. 

And in the last 2 days, I’ve traveled by riverboat, I’ve 
traveled by car, by plane, and it’s been a tremendous 
experience. We have been in Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, and we are going to Florida after we leave here 
tonight. 


But what impresses me is that we come to these 
wonderful States, where I think we have great support, 
and I think with all the enthusiasm and drive and the 
right principles we are going to surprise some people down 
here in these States. 

Let me tell you why. As Coach Bryant said, on August 9, 
1974, when I became President, there was a pretty dark 
cloud in this country. We had gone through some trau- 
matic experiences. The people were divided. There was 
great unhappiness. We had had riots in our streets and 
riots on our campuses, We were facing a serious economic 
problem. There had been a loss of trust and faith in the 
White House itself. We were still involved in Vietnam. It 
wasn’t a very pleasant time. 


As Coach Bryant said, we were back about on our own 
goal line. But we found in the next 2 years thatthe Ameri- 
can people had the kind of character, the American people 
wanted to work together, and that we had the kind of 
government that gave to us the opportunity to. bring our 
country forward. 


And what has happened? We have restored faith and 
trust in the White House. We have turned the economy 
around from inflation of over 12 percent to under 6 
percent. We have added 4 million jobs from the depth 
of the recession in the last 17 months, meaningful jobs 
with a chance for advancement. We are going to do better. 
And I won’t be satisfied, as your President, until we get 
a job for everybody who wants to work and will work and 
will look for work. 

Then we have extricated ourselves from Vietnam, 
We have peace. We have the military strength and the 
diplomatic skill to keep the peace. We don’t do it through 
the draft, we do it through an all-volunteer military force. 
And we are going to keep the peace not only at home by 
doing a better job in solving our problems of crime, but 
we are going to give the leadership throughout this whole 
world to keep the peace that is so essential so the blessings 
of America can be spread beyond our own shores. 
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But let me make a comment about our military 
strength. And I am so pleased that in the background, if 
the light was such, that we could see the Coast Guard 
Aviation Training facility. You should be complimented 
on the fine job they do, and we are proud of them. 

That brings up the subject that I think is of vital im- 
portance. I am very proud of the fact that in the last 2 
years, I have submitted to the Congress and to the Ameri- 
can people the two largest military budgets in the history 
of America—not for the purpose of making war, but for 
the purpose of preserving peace. And we have turned the 
situation around so that now Congress, after cutting 
defense expenditures for the last 10 years some $50 bil- 
lion—we have convinced the Congress that it’s important, 
it’s vital, it’s essential that America remain number one, 
that America will be number one so we can keep the 
peace, deter aggression, and protect our national security. 

Well, I want to warn you about one thing. I am dis- 
mayed that my opponent thinks you can make a stronger 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps by cutting 
them $5 to $7 to $9 to $15 billion. You can’t do it. He 
ought to know better. And under President Ford, we 
won’t. 

But, as long as we build our military capability for the 
preservation of peace here and abroad, we have to do 
things to build up our economy so that we can take full 
advantage of the natural blessings that we have here at 
home. 

I can recall hearing about the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
project when I first went to the Congress in 1949. Nothing 
has pleased me more than to see the construction that is 
underway for this great public works project. And let me 
say without hesitation that the Ford administration will 
make certain that it will proceed and proceed at full 
funding. In 1976, we recommended about $65 billion 
[million]. In 1977, it was about $85-to-$90 billion 
[million], and the latest figures for planning for the next 
fiscal year, something over $100 million. That is the kind 
of support that the Ford administration gives to the 
Tennessee-Tombigbee—a good project which we want 
not just for you but for all America. 

But we have to think in even broader terms than that. 
We have to think about the quality of life that we want 
for 215 million Americans for the next 4 years and the 
next century. What are those things? I mentioned earlier 
that we want a job for everybody who wants to work, who 
will work, and will look for work. 

We want a home for every family that will work and 
save, and we want that home for them in a decent neigh- 
borhood. We will get that kind of a program and those 
kinds of homes under a Ford administration. We’ve built 
almost 3 million homes in the last 2 years under this 


administration, and we will be doing better in the next 4 
years. 


We all want the best in medical care, and we have the 
capability of doing it. And we want it so that the Ameri- 
can people will have an opportunity to get that care. 
There is :no reason in this country why a person should go 
broke just to get well, and they won’t under this adminis- 
tration. 


Then, every one of us for the last 4 or 5 years has 


worried about crime, The crime rate went up in 1974. It 
dropped off a little in 1975. We have some encouraging 
news in the first 6 months of 1976. It is down to a net 
gain of 3 percent. But we have to make certain, under our 
crime legislation, in the courts of this country, that the 
people who commit the crimes go to jail so that we can 
protect the innocent victims of crime in America. 

Well, it’s just great to be here in this wonderful State 
of Alabama. As I was coming into the airport, I was look- 
ing forward to seeing Governor Wallace. You know, in 
1972 Governor Wallace went up to the State of Michigan. 
He got involved in the primary on the Democratic ticket. 
Everybody was saying he didn’t have a chance. But, you 
know what he did? He got 51 percent of the vote. I think 
I will take him to Michigan to help me in 1976. 

We've had a wonderful Bicentennial anniversary. How 
many of you felt better on July 4 when we celebrated our 
200th birthday? I know I did. I went to Valley Forge; I 
went to Philadelphia; I went to New York. I had the 
opportunity to see people of all walks of life in many States 
just get a new faith in America—a rebuilding, a rekin- 
dling of this great, great spirit that made America grow 
from 13 poor, struggling colonies 200 years ago to a nation 
of 215 million builders, people who today—whether they 
live on the East Coast, the North or the South or the East 
or the West—we’re builders, and we’ve got that spirit. 

This is what made America great. This is what will 
keep America great. And each of us must pledge—regard- 
less of our political faith or belief—our dedication to a 
better America. I know you will—I will—and I know that 
America in the'next 4 years and the next century will be 
a greater and greater country just because of us. 

Now, just one final question. I’ve had a great time, and 
we came over from the Mississippi and Alabama line, saw 
so many friendly faces, and to see this tremendous crowd 
here—can I ask you a favor? We’ve got a big election No- 
vember 2. I want your support. Can I have it? 

Thank you very, very much. It’s been great to be here. 
I won’t let you down. 

Thank you Governor Wallace. Thank you very much 
Bear. Thank you Jack Edwards. Thank you Bill Dickin- 
son. Thank you John Buchanan. Elect them; I need them, 
you need them, we all need them in Washington repre- 
senting you. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 p.m. 
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International Association of 
Chiefs of Police 


The President’s Remarks to the 83d Annual 
Conference of the Association. September 27, 1976 


Chief Clement, Director Kelley, Mayor Rosen, officers, 
directors of the International Association of Chiefs of Po- 
lice, reverend clergy, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is a very high honor and a very great privilege to be 
with the International Association of Chiefs of Police, and 
I congratulate Chief Ed Davis, of Los Angeles, your new 
president. 

Later this week, I will sign legislation that reflects the 
will of a grateful people and their government. It will 
demonstrate the esteem of a free society, of its 600,000 
sworn law enforcement officers and others entrusted with 
our public safety. I refer to legislation, the Public Safety 
Officers’ Benefit Act of 1976, which will pay $50,000 to 
the survivors of any public safety officer who loses his or 
her life in the line of duty. 

No amount of money can fill the void left by the cou- 
rageous officers who make the supreme sacrifice. What we 
will do is assure to their next of kin of appropriate benefits 
for their lifetime. As your President, I will sign this law 
on behalf of every grateful American. But let me add, the 
United States of America salutes all the men and women 
who so devotedly serve their Nation and their fellow 
citizens. 

We must respond to the suffering of all the victims of 
crime in our society. Consider the great emphasis is now 
placed on the rights of the accused, we must pay more 
attention to the rights of the victim of crime. I am shocked, 
I am angered that our older and least advantaged citi- 
zens are too often brutally victimized day after day after 
day. It is equally shocking that the Congress has failed to 
act on my proposal to provide compensation for the vic- 
tims of Federal crime. 

I have urged that similar action be taken by State gov- 
ernments. Seventeen States have enacted crime compensa- 
tion legislation, and a number of others are considering 
such statutes. 

No President and no police chief can preserve domestic 
tranquility without cooperation—the cooperation of 
American citizens, America’s neighborhoods, and Amer- 
ica’s communities. That is why I address myself to all 
Americans who are determined to act against crime. 

The cost of crime in America has been estimated at $97 
billion a year, almost as much as the entire defense budget. 
But even that figure, high as it is, does not take into full 
account the terrible impact of crime on our society. We 
cannot count in dollars, we cannot count in cents, the loss 
of a single citizen who is murdered, the humiliation of one 
who is raped, the pain of one who is assaulted. We can- 
not calculate the cost to a free society when people are 


forced to barricade themselves in their own homes. It is 
time to give the streets back to the law-abiding citizens and 
put the criminals behind bars. 

Study after study has shown that crime is not the work 
of many offenders but of a relatively small number of 
chronic law-breakers who have chosen crime as a career. 
The career criminal is a one-man crime wave. He commits 
between 50 and 80 percent of all serious crimes. 

In Washington, D.C., one man recently confessed to 
50 rapes, 80 burglaries, 10 armed robberies, and more 
stolen cars than he could remember. The LEAA has re- 
ported that 49 criminals, unbelievable, acting individ- 
ually, committed over 10,500 crimes. 

If we can bring the career criminal to a speedy trial, 
try him for his most serious rather than least serious of- 
fense, and make sure that if found guilty he is sent to 
prison, we can give the streets back to the people of the 
United States. I do not advocate vigilante action, but I 
do advocate swift and certain justice. 


You in this great audience know the criminals. Their 
names appear on police blotters and court dockets every 
day. They have been on probation, in halfway houses, and 
on parole. They had every chance for rehabilitation, but 
nothing has worked. 


It is no encroachment on the presumption of innocence 
to identify those whose business is crime. Our job is to put 
them out of business—the sooner the better. 

Two years ago, I outlined to this association a career 
criminal program. Under the auspices of LEAA, we tar- 
geted 12 jurisdictions for an initial demonstration. In the 
last 16 months, those jurisdictions have singled out more 
than 2,000 career criminals with an average of five prior 
convictions apiece—not five arrests, but five convictions 
apiece. New cases involving these habitual offenders were 
assigned to special units of the district attorneys’ offices. 
Every right of the accused was protected, including the 
right to a speedy trial. With absolutely no plea bargain- 
ing for lesser offenses, the prosecutors achieved dramatic 
results. 

Of those 2,000 defendants, 95 percent were convicted. 
The average time between arrests and final sentencing was 
only 84 days. The average sentence for those convicted 
was 20 years in prison in most areas. The crime rate de- 
monstrably went down. That’s success. 

I have directed the Law Enforcement Assistance Ad- 
ministration to significantly expand the scope of this pro- 
gram to include not only more prosecutors’ offices, but 
police and correctional organizations as well. In the next 
fiscal year, the number of federally funded, career crimi- 
nal jurisdictions will be more than doubled. I urge States 
and local governments to expand this effective program 
with your own resources as well. 

The national trend is that less than 10 percent of those 
convicted spend any time in jail. This is intolerable and 
indefensible. 
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Our Constitution reserves jurisdiction over most crimes 
to State and local authorities, but in offenses where the 
Constitution gives jurisdiction to the Federal Govern- 
ment and, therefore, gives the President some say in the 
matter—kidnapping, hijacking, trafficking in hard drugs, 
and Federal crimes involving use of dangerous weapons— 
I have proposed mandatory sentences. If convicted, they 
go to jail. We are going to stop letting convicted criminals 
go free. That’s the way to deter crime and protect the 
victims of crime. 

Law enforcement officers have the primary responsibil- 
ity for fighting violent crime, but crime is so pervasive it 
can be brought under control only by concerted actions 
at all levels of government—Federal, State, and local— 
and by the cooperation of law-abiding citizens and police 
volunteer groups. 

I am greatly encouraged by the revival of public co- 
operation with the police and the confidence you have 
instilled in every neighborhood of your communities. The 
police officer has become a catalyst for responsible govern- 
ment, and I commend you and I congratulate you. 

I have heard of individuals, especially in rural and 
suburban areas, who use CB radios in their cars to assist 
the police. This is a lot better use of CB than frustrating 
highway patrol cars. I commend this new breed of CB 
cooperators for recognizing Smokey Bear as the real friend 
of law-abiding citizens. 

Two years ago, I made a solemn pledge to you, the 
police chiefs, that a high priority of my administration 
would be ‘the control of crime, especially violent crime. 
Since 1974, we have been making real progress. In 1974, 
the crime rate had increased by a staggering 18 percent 
over the previous year. By 1975, we had cut the rate of 
increase in half, to 9 percent. 

Statistics for the first 6 months of this year show the 
increase in the rate of crime reduced to about 3 percent. 
Even better, the new figures reveal that the rate of violent 
crime has actually decreased for the first time in many, 
many years. The violent crimes of murder, forcible rape, 
robbery, and aggravated assault decreased 6 percent in the 
first 6 months of 1976. I congratulate you, but we are 
going to do better in the future. 

There is a new and wonderful attitude in America. 
Americans who have reverence for the law are fighting 
back. We must not stop until we tear away the shroud of 
fear from every corner of America to control rural and 
suburban crime, as well as that in the big cities. 

The criminal justice system cannot, by itself, control 
crime. Further reduction of the crime rate requires the 
involvement of all of our fellow Americans. The family 
and the neighborhood are our best defenses against crime. 
Family responsibility, not government programs, is the 
best way to make sure children are properly nurtured, the 
elderly are cared for, our cultural and spiritual heritage 
preserved, and our laws respected. The police can do little 


to curb juvenile delinquency without the family’s full 
cooperation. 

We hear more about the rights of juvenile defenders 
or offenders than about the rights of their victims. Forty- 
five percent of all violent crime is now perpetrated by 
juveniles. If they are big enough to commit vicious crimes 
against society, they are big enough to be punished by 
society. Too many violent and street-wise juveniles are 
using their age as a cloak of immunity. Detention may 
not help the juvenile, but it will certainly help his poten- 
tial victims. 

Genuine job opportunities for young people provide a 
constructive alternative to crime. We are making progress 
in this area, and we will do better as our economy con- 
tinues to improve. If rehabilitation is to become a reality 
instead of the pretense that it is today, the private sector 
must do more to provide jobs for those who have paid 
their debt to society. 

In my crime message to the Congress, I called for a 
comprehensive Federal Criminal Code to serve as a model 
for State and local governments. I called for mandatory 
minimum sentences for certain Federal crimes and for 
violent, repeat offenders. I called for legislation increasing 
the number of Federal judges. I called for the compensa- 
tion of the victims of Federal crime. The Congress has 
done nothing. 

Too many politicians today are underestimating the 
public concern about crime. Just as the police identify 
career criminals, American voters will examine their bal- 
lots in November and identify those candidates who have 
demonstrated indifference or permissiveness toward crime, 
and they should. 

I serve notice today, that a top priority of the first 100 
days, beginning with Inauguration Day for the Ford 
administration next January, will be the rallying of 
America behind Federal anti-crime legislation. I ask every 
police chief in America and every citizen to join in that 
crusade. 

I recommend strict controls and more stringent 
penalties to stamp out the threat of political terrorism 
which is totally alien to American ideals. 

In addition, I ask all athletes, amateur and professional, 
to help our young people. Our athletes in America can 
score high by providing youth with alternatives to crime. 
Kids who are playing football, baseball, basketball, and 
tennis are not kids commiting crimes against society. 
Heroes of sports, instead of criminals, are the models for 
youngsters to look up to. I have directed my Council on 
Physical Fitness and Sports, in partnership with State 
and local authorities and private organizations, to promote 
team play rather than foul play, and we will. 

The Federal Government shares direct responsibility 
for organized crime, white-collar crime, and official cor- 
ruption. The Department of Justice has made great strides 
in combatting this kind of crime. 
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To insure that this Federal effort is fully coordinated, 
I will establish an interagency council on crime. It will 
include the heads of all Federal agencies operating pro- 
grams involved with crime. It will be directed by the At- 
torney General of the United States, who will do a first- 
class job. 

One of the first jobs of the council will be to review the 
policies of major domestic agencies and recommend 
changes to lower the crime rate. The council will develop 
a comprehensive 5-year plan for crime control and crimi- 
nal justice through the Federal Government. 

We all know, tragic as it is, as much as one-half of all 
street crime today is committed by drug addicts to support 
their habit. Since taking office, I have reorganized our 
programs and priorities to make maximum use of our 
anti-drug resources at the Federal level. I met with the 
heads of state of Mexico, Colombia, and Turkey to secure 
their cooperation in the international war on drugs. I 
proposed legislation which would close the loopholes that 
permit drug traffickers to prey on the young. I directed the 
Internal Revenue Service to reinstitute and emphasize a 
tax enforcement program aimed at high-level drug traf- 
fickers. Since then, the IRS, aided by the Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration, has identified over 375 suspected 
big-time pushers for intensive investigation and action. 
And I called for more than three-quarters of a billion 
dollars in a year, a single 12-month period, to finance the 
fight against drug abuse. 

For every young person who dies of drug overuse—and 
there were almost 5,000 of them last year—there are 
thousands more who did not die but can only go through 
the motions of living. We are making progress. Total 
Federal seizures of drugs and arrests of drug traffickers 
are up sharply over previous years. Cooperation among 
Federal agencies is far, far better. 

But our ability to deal with drugs depends, to a large 
extent, on the cooperation of other governments to work 
with us, Because Mexico today is the major source of 
heroin entering the United States, the first foreign head of 
state with whom I discussed narcotic-control cooperation 
was the President of Mexico. And last Friday, I met with 
the new President-elect of Mexico. He has assured me that 
during his 6-year term as President of that country, he 
will give the United States full cooperation in this prob- 
lem, And the record shows that with the continuing and 
growing support of the Government of Mexico, we can 
drastically curtail this source of drugs in the next year, 
and in the next year. 

I call upon States and local governments to move for- 
ward with us until we bring the drug traffic under control. 
And I believe as I see the response of this wonderful orga- 
nization here, representing not only local but State and 
international chiefs of police, we have a great opportunity 
to work together to do the job for the people throughout 
this world, and let’s do it. 


You know better than I, because you see it every day 
on the streets of your cities or in the areas of your States, 
crime is a terrible, terrible enemy to all of us. But we can 
beat it, and we will beat it. 


But victory requires a continued, clear, and predictable 
policy. It requires real reverence for the law. I know that 
I can count on you and millions of others—millions and 
millions of law-abiding Americans—who believe with 
you and me, with us, that by fighting crime we are build- 
ing freedom for all Americans. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
at the Fontainebleau Hotel in Miami Beach, Fla. In his opening 
remarks he referred to Chief Richard C. Clement, president of the 


association, Clarence M. Kelley, Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and Mayor Harold Rosen, of Miami Beach. 


Following his remarks, the President attended a reception with 
officers of the association. 


Villa Maria Nursing and 
Retirement Center 


The President’s Remarks to Residents and Guests at 
the Center in North Miami, Florida. 
September 27, 1976 


I want to thank the administration and the diocese. I 
think the Villa Maria Nursing and Retirement Home 
epitomizes what kind of opportunities we want for all of 
our older citizens and all of those who are disabled and 
need the best care and attention. 


History judges a nation on how well it takes care of its 
older people, and the United States of America has an 
obligation to do the maximum, because as I look around 
this room and have the opportunity to say hello and to 
express my best, I know how much all of you and your 
generation have done to make this country what it is 
today. 

And so those of us, and younger generations than my- 
self, have a moral obligation to make certain and to make 
positive that you have wonderful facilities like this, and 
that you have kind people like the nurses and the doctors 
and the administrators—that they have a superb oppor- 
tunity to do all they can to help you. 


I promise you that our retirement nursing homes will 
be expanded, will be made more available, because we 
have a serious inoral commitment and obligation to make 
a better America, as you mature and as you retire, and I 
pledge that to all of you and to all like you. 

Good luck, and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the Recreation Room 
at the center. 
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Advisory Committee to the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation 


Announcement of Appointment of John A. Cardon To 
Be a Member of the Committee. September 27, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
John A. Cardon, of Bethesda, Md., to be a member of 
the Advisory Committee to the Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation for a term expiring February 19, 1979. He 
will succeed Roger F. Murray, whose term expired Feb- 
ruary 19, 1976. 

Mr. Cardon is a partner in the law firm of Lee, Toomey 
and Kent, in Washington, D.C. 

The Committee was established by Public Law 93-406 
of September 2, 1974, to advise the Corporation as to its 
policies and procedures relating to the appointment of 
trustees in termination proceedings, investment of moneys, 
whether plans being terminated should be liquidated im- 
mediately or continued in operation under a trustee, and 
such other issues as the Corporation may request from time 
to time. The Committee may also recommend persons 
for appointment as trustees in termination proceedings, 
inake recommendations with respect to the investment of 
moneys in the funds, and advise the Corporation as to 
whether a plan subject to being terminated should be liq- 
uidated immediately or continued in operation under a 
trustee. 

The Committee consists of seven members serving terms 
of 3 years. 


National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Robert W. 
Burns, Jr., and Gloria Sepulveda-Vazquez To Be 
Members of the Commission. September 27, 1976 


The President has announced his intention to nominate 
two persons to be members of the National Commission 
on Libraries and Information Science for 5 year terms. 
They are: 

Rosert W. Burns, Jr., of Ft. Collins, Colo., assistant director of 
libraries for research services, Colorado State University. 
Mr. Burns succeeds Andrew A. Aines, whose term has expired. 

Guoria SEPULVEDA-VAzQuEz, of Lansing, Mich., reference and 
reader services librarian, Lansing Community College. She 
succeeds Catherine D. Scott, whose term has expired. 

The Commission consists of 14 members appointed by 
the President for terms of 5 years and the Librarian of 


Congress. 


The Commission was established to develop and recom- 
mend overall plans for the provision of library and in- 
formation services adequate to meet the needs of all the 
people of the United States. 


National Council on Educational 
Research 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate John E. 
Corbally and Jewel Lafontant To Be Members of 
the Council. September 27, 1976 


The President has announced his intention to nominate 
two persons to be members of the National Council on 
Educational Research for 3 year terms. They are: 

Joun E. Corpatty, of Urbana, IIl., president, University of Illi- 
nois. This is a reappointment. 

Jewev LaFontTANnrt, of Chicago, Ill., partner, Stradford, Lafontant, 
Fisher and Malkin. Mrs. Lafontant succeeds Edward E. 
Booher, whose term has expired. 

The Council was established by the Education Amend- 
ments of 1972, and consists of 15 members appointed by 
the President, together with the Director of the National 
Institute of Education and such other ex-officio members 
who are officers of the United States as the President may 
designate. 

The purpose of the Council is to establish policies for 
the National Institute of Education and advise the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Education and the Director of the Na- 
tional Institute of Education on development of the In- 
stitute’s programs. 


Consumer Representation Plans 


The President’s Memorandum for the Heads of 
Executive Departments and Agencies. 
September 27, 1976 


This year marks the celebration of our Nation’s 200th 
Birthday. It is appropriate that we embark on the Tricen- 
tennial with a reaffirmation of government for the people, 
by the people. As one more step in this direction, this issue 
of the Federal Register includes Consumer Representation 
Plans developed at my request by 17 Federal Executive 
Branch Departments and Agencies. 

In initiating this effort, my guidelines to the Depart- 
ments and Agencies were that they should work from 
within and improve the existing structure, rather than 
create another new agency to oversee other agencies or ¢s- 
tablish an agency with an adversary function built into its 
mandate. 
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Let us not lose sight of our objective: this is a time 
for open government. Consumers rightly demand to be a 
part of the decision-making process. It has not taken us 
200 years to realize this; however, it has taken too long 
to accomplish it. It is a basic premise of these plans that 
where the machinery and the techniques for assuring con- 
sumer representation already exist, they are to be strength- 
ened and that where they do not exist, they will be insti- 
tuted. Further, these Consumer Representation Plans shall 
always be subject to improvement when deficiencies are 
noted or when a new need becomes evident. The Federal 
Government must provide effective ways to assure con- 
sumer representation at the earliest possible stages of the 
decision-making process. 

In the past, the consumer’s right to be heard has not 
been fully recognized by all government agencies. Too 
often the consumer’s voice has been treated lightly or 
overlooked entirely. In considering public interest policy, 
I expect government decision-makers to balance the effect 
government policy will have between producers, distribu- 
tors, transporters, retailers, labor and the consumers who 
support the entire system through the purchase of goods 
and services for personal, household or family use. 

This can be accomplished only through participation. 
The consumer’s right to be heard means that the con- 
sumer must be involved in the development of programs 
and participation in decision-making mechanisms that 
affect his or her interests. It means that the individual 
consumer with a complaint or a criticism must not only 
be heard, but that those complaints will be acted upon by 
the government. 


The procedures embodied in the Consumer Representa- 
tion Plans confirm an essential aspect of the way govern- 
ment must operate, with openness and candor. 

I believe that certain other action must be taken at this 
time. Therefore, I am herewith directing implementation 
of the following: 


1. The Special Assistant to the President for Con- 
sumer Affairs shall have continuing responsibility to moni- 
tor the extent and effectiveness with which Departments 
and Agencies carry forth the policies embodied in the 
Consumer Representation Plans. 

2. The Office of Management and Budget shall as- 
sess during the annual budget process the effectiveness of 
the Consumer Representation Plans. With assistance from 
that office and that of the Departments and Agencies, my 
Special Assistant for Consumer Affairs shall develop a 
summary report evaluating the various consumer pro- 
grams, and this report shall be released to the public. 

3. Each Department and Agency shall instruct em- 
ployees on the purposes and availability of the Representa- 
tion Plans and shall maintain internal monitoring and 
evaluation systems. As need arises, the Consumer Repre- 
sentation Plan of that Department or Agency shall be 
strengthened, and any changes in the Plans presented here 


shall be duly noticed in the Federal Register with an ap- 
propriate period allowed for comment. 

4. In recognition of the need for consumers to have 
direct access to appropriate Federal officials, each Depart- 
ment and Agency publishing in the Federal Register a 
rulemaking, regulation, guideline or other policy matter 
shall provide in a manner and format determined by the 
General Services Administration the name, address, and 
telephone number of the appropriate person responsible 
for responding to citizen inquiry or comment. 


5. To further promote my declaration of consumer 
education, the Office of Consumer Affairs in the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare has established 
an Interagency Consumer Education and Information 
Liaison. This group and the Office of Consumer Affairs 
will provide technical support for the development, dis- 
semination and use of education and information pro- 
vided by the Federal Government to our schools and com- 
munities. It also prevents duplication within that pro- 
gram. To further this work, each Department and Agency 
shall support and participate to the extent they are 
charged with a consumer education and information func- 
tion. Further, I am directing my Special Assistant for Con- 
sumer Affairs to coordinate this activity, encourage the 
participation of independent agencies outside the imme- 
diate Executive Branch Departments and Agencies, and 
provide me with an annual summary of the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s efforts in the area of consumer education and 
information. 


6. To meet a special need of an important segment 
of our population, each Department and Agency shall co- 
operatively make every effort in regional and field offices 
to have available bilingual personnel, fluent in an appro- 
priate language for the non-English speaking consumers 
who are regularly in need of contact with that office. Simi- 
lar efforts shall be made, as appropriate, by headquarters 
offices in Washington, D.C. When a policy matter signifi- 
cantly affecting these segments of our population in their 
role as a consumer is proposed, Departments and Agen- 
cies shall make extra effort to reach these citizens through 
multi-lingual notices and all other appropriate means. 

7. In order to assure dialogue on specific and gen- 
eral consumer concerns throughout the country, the Fed- 
eral Executive Boards and the Federal Regional Councils 
shall establish, as appropriate, programs to help assure 
Federal liaison with individual consumers, as well as com- 
munity and State and local consumer organizations. I 
am directing my Special Assistant for Consumer Affairs, in 
coordination with the Office of Management and Budget, 
to develop guidelines for this effort within thirty days. 

8. After reviewing the functions of the Office of 
Consumer Affairs in the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare, and the Consumer Information Center 
in the General Services Administration, I have decided 
each of their strengths in serving the consumer interest 
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would be enhanced by a more consolidated approach. 
Therefore, I am directing my staff to seek methods that 
will strengthen that relationship, and to seek to accom- 
modate the consolidation of staff, resources and functions 
of the Consumer Information Center with the Office of 
Consumer Affairs. 

I believe these eight actions universally applied across 
the Executive Branch will enhance the Consumer Repre- 
sentation Plans which follow. The plans are, at this point, 
policy statements, and I am instructing each Department 
and Agency, where they have not done so, to implement 
them at once. In addition, the Departments and Agencies, 
along with my Special Assistant for Consumer Affairs, 
shall ensure that there is wide public dissemination of in- 
formation about the availability of procedures embodied 
in these Plans. I look forward to increased responsiveness 
of the Federal Government to consumer concerns. I also 
look forward to more American consumers participating 
in the decision-maxing process. 

Finally, in September, the independent regulatory agen- 
cies will be submitting reports to me, in response to my 
request, on the expected improvements. I have asked these 
agencies to improve consumer representation as well as 
to provide improved economic analyses of the con- 
sequences of their proposed actions, to rely more on mar- 
ketplace competition, and to eliminate regulatory delay. 

This Memorandum and the accompanying Consumer 
Representation Plans shall be published in the Federal 
Register. 

GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: This memorandum and the accompanying Consumer Repre- 
sentation Plans are printed in the Federal Register of September 28, 
1976. 


Ramadan 
Message of the President. September 28, 1976 


On the occasion of Id al Fitr, the special holiday con- 
cluding the fasting month of Ramadan, Mrs. Ford and I 
send our warmest greetings to our fellow Americans of the 
Islamic Faith. 

The diversity of our religious legacy has been a sustain- 
ing source of inspiration and a positive influence on our so- 
ciety ever since our Founding Fathers established a system 
of government dedicated to the principle of religious free- 
dom. Celebrating the reaffirmation of your Faith, this 
feast is a particularly happy occasion for you and a re- 


minder to the rest of us of the vitality and strength of your 
heritage in our national life. 

Your rededication to Islam’s spirit of compassion and 
human dignity fortifies not just you and your families, but 
our nation. It is with this in mind that Mrs. Ford and I 
wish you a most joyous and memorable observance. 

GERALD R. Forp 


NOTE: The message was made available by the White House Press 
Office. It was not issued in the form of a White House press release. 


Government National Mortgage 
Association 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate David M. 
deWilde To Be President of the Association. 
September 28, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate David M. deWilde, of the District of Columbia, to be 
President of the Government National Mortgage Associa- 
tion, Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
This is a new position created by Public Law 94—375 of 
August 3, 1976. Mr. deWilde has been President of the 
Government National MortgageAssociation since appoint- 
ment in April 1976. 

Born on August 11, 1940, in Bridgeton, N.J., Mr. 
deWilde received his B.A. degree from Dartmouth Col- 
lege in 1962. He attended the University of Virginia Law 
School and was awarded his LL.B. degree in 1967. He 
served in the United States Naval Reserve from 1962 to 
1964. 

In 1967, Mr. deWilde joined the law firm of Curtis, 
Mallet-Prevost, Colt & Mosle and served as an associate 
until 1969. He joined the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development in February 1969, as Special Assist- 
ant to the General Counsel, prior to becoming Associate 
General Counsel in March 1971. 

From 1972 to 1974, Mr. deWilde was in the investment 
banking business with the firm of Lehman Brothers, In- 
corporated. He became Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Housing Production and Mortgage Credit at HUD in 
August 1974, and served as Deputy FHA Commissioner. 

Mr. deWilde is married to the former Sally Stockdale, 
and they have two children. 
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United States Ambassador to Ethiopia 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
G. McMurtrie Godley. September 28, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate G. McMurtrie Godley, of Morris, N.Y., to be Am- 
bassador to Ethiopia. He will succeed Arthur W. Hummel, 
Jr., who became Assistant Secretary of State on June 16, 
1976. Mr. Godley served as Ambassador to Lebanon from 
February 1974 until his retirement in June 1976. 

Born on August 23, 1917, in New York, N.Y., Ambas- 
sador Godley received his A.B. degree from Yale Univer- 
sity and pursued graduate studies at the University of Chi- 
cago during 1939-40. He served in the United States 
Naval Reserve during 1939-40 and in the United States 
Marine Corps Reserve during 1945. Following his ap- 
pointment as a Foreign Service officer in 1941, Ambas- 
sador Godley served in Marseilles and Berne until 1945 
when he was Liaison Officer, San Francisco Conference. 
In 1946, he became Vice Consul and Second Secretary in 
Brussels and from 1948 to 1952, he served in the Depart- 
ment of State. 

Ambassador Godley was Consul and First Secretary 
in Paris from 1952 to 1955 and from 1955 to 1957, he 
was Counselor of Embassy and Deputy Chief of Mission 
in Phnom Penh. Prior to his assignment as Ambassador to 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, he was a Foreign 
Affairs Officer in the Department of State (1957-59) ; 
Staff Coordinator, Senior Seminar in Foreign Policy, For- 
eign Service Institute (1960) ; Counselor of Embassy and 
Deputy Chief of Mission in Leopoldville (1961-62) ; and 
Director, Office of Central African Affairs (1962-64). 
He received the Meritorious Honor Award in 1965. 

Ambassador Godley, a Career Minister in the Foreign 
Service, served from 1969 to 1973 as Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Laos. From 1968 to 1969, he served as Dep- 
uty Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian Affairs, and 
during 1967, he was a Foreign Service Inspector. From 
1964 to 1966, he was Ambassador to the Democratic Re- 
public of the Congo. 

He is married to the former Elizabeth McCray. 


Budget Deferrals 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Revision of Two Deferrals. September 28, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment Control Act 
of 1974, I report routine revisions to two deferrals previ- 
ously transmitted. 


1407 


A deferral for the higher education program of the 
Office of Education has been increased by $36.9 million. 
The Department of Defense’s military construction de- 
ferral reflects a net increase of $3.9 million. 

The details of each revised deferral are contained in the 
attached reports. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 28, 1976. 


NOTE: The attachment detailing the deferrals is printed in the Fed- 
eral Register of September 30, 1976. 


Cooley’s Anemia Programs 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Fourth Annual Report on the Program. 
September 28, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to send to the Congress the Fourth Annual 
Report on the Administration of the Cooley’s Anemia 
Programs in accordance with the requirements of Section 
1115 of the Public Health Service Act before it was 
amended by P.L. 94-278. 


The Report describes the activities of the Health Serv- 
ices Administration (HSA), the Center for Disease Con- 
trol (CDC), and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
in implementing the Public Health Service Act, as 
amended by the National Cooley’s Anemia Control Act. 
Screening, counseling, and education activities are under- 
way to provide such services to the public through ongoing 
genetic blood diseases programs. Efforts are continuing to 
improve laboratory methods for the detection of Cooley’s 
anemia and expanded training programs for health per- 
sonnel are improving the capability for such detection. Re- 
search in the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of 
Cooley’s anemia is progressing with continued high priority 
being given to the development and evaluation of more 
effective ways to reduce the iron load in the bodies of pa- 
tients that has resulted from repeated blood transfusions 
required to maintain life. 

Geran R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 28, 1976. 


NoTE: The report is entitled “Fourth Annual Report on the Admin- 
istration of the Cooley’s Anemia Programs” (9 pp. plus appendices). 
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World Weather Program 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report on the Program. 
September 28, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Weather and climate are at once familiar and sources of 
deep concern. Through technology, we have minimized 
the harmful effects of weather and have adapted our civili- 
zation to a wide range of climatic conditions. Yet, we now 
know how fragile is the balance between our activities 
and the environment. Understanding that balance is the 
key to the successful management of energy, food, and 
water resources and the beneficial application of tech- 
nology. Our national goals in improving weather predic- 
tions and warnings and coping with the vagaries of cli- 
mate cannot be accomplished except in the context of a 
world-wide endeavor. All nations play roles; the United 
States can be truly proud of our contributions. 

The World Weather Program is the U.S. commitment 
to an effort that will affect every one of us. I am pleased 
to report significant and continuing progress in furthering 
the goals of the World Weather Program. The following 
accomplishments are representative of the progress being 
made: 

—There has been a smooth transition into the opera- 
tional use of geostationary meteorological satellites. The 
Western Hemisphere, much of the Atlantic, and part of 
the Pacific are now observed continuously. A nationwide 
network of Satellite Field Service Stations has been imple- 
mented by NOAA to capitalize on these new data. Hurri- 
cane and typhoon forecasting has been aided, for exam- 
ple, as has the observation, tracking, and warning of severe 
weather over the United States. 

—The data processing system at the World Meteoro- 
logical Center, Suitland, Maryland, has been expanded 
through the operational use of a third, fourth-generation 
computer. This system is essential to handle the improved 
forecast models and the increased volume of data being 
received from the World Weather Watch. 

—Augmented environmental monitoring and climatic 
programs have been initiated at the South Pole, American 
Samoa, and Barrow, Alaska. 

—Engineering tests have been completed on large me- 
teorological and oceanographic buoys. The first prototype 
operational system was moored 240 miles off the Oregon 
coast. Others are scheduled for operation this summer. 

—tThe initial data-processing phase for the Global At- 
mospheric Research Program’s (GARP) Atlantic Tropi- 
cal Experiment has been completed and scientific analy- 
sis is well underway. 

—A series of Data Systems Tests have been completed 
as a dress rehearsal for the First GARP Global Experi- 
ment which starts in 1978. 


—The Global Experiment received major impetus 
when over 40 nations met in February 1976 and agreed 
to commit ships, buoys, balloon systems, satellites, and 
other critical facilities for the observational period planned 
for 1977-1979. 

It is with pleasure that I transmit this annual report de- 
scribing current planned Federal activities contributing 
to the World Weather Program. The report details how 
the United States is following the intent of Senate Con- 
current Resolution 67 of the 90th Congress to participate 
in this international program. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

September 28, 1976. 

NOTE: The message is printed in the report entitled ‘World 


Weather Program—Plan for Fiscal Year 1977” (Government Print- 
ing Office, 73 pp.). 


Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Bill 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing S. 327 Into 
Law. September 28, 1976 


Secretary Kleppe, distinguished Members of the House 
and Senate, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is really a great privilege and pleasure for me to have 
the opportunity of welcoming you all to the Rose Garden 
on this very significant and, I think, historic occasion. 

Last month, at Yellowstone National Park, I set a na- 
tional goal of significantly expanding the recreation facili- 
ties, national parks, and wildlife sanctuaries as our Bicen- 
tennial present to future generations. 

Today, with the signing of this legislation to enlarge 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, we take the first 
important step in that direction. Few, if any, Federal pro- 
grams have provided more or better recreational oppor- 
tunities than those financed through the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. 


In the last 12 years, some $2 billion has been channeled 
through this Fund for the purchase and development of 
millions of acres of recreation land, where Americans can 
explore the wonders of nature, take part in a variety of 
sports facilities and activities, or just relax and get away 
from it all. 

With the increased authorization which this legislation 
provides, more than 6 million new acres of land will be set 
aside for recreational purposes over the next 12 years. 
In addition, this bill will establish an historic preservation 
fund to provide Federal assistance for the acquisition and 
preservation of important historic sites throughout 
America. 
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As we enter our third century of independence, the 
American people have taken special pride in the land- 
marks of our past. This new fund will ensure that Ameri- 
cans who celebrate the Tricentennial will be able to enjoy 
an even more complete celebration of our Nation’s 
history. 

I must say, there are certain procedural requirements 
in this bill to which I do object and for which I will seek 
amendments in subsequent legislation. But, I whole- 
heartedly and enthusiastically endorse the basic thrust and 
the purpose of this legislation to enhance our quality of 
life, to enrich our treasure of natural beauty, and to pre- 
serve it as our heritage to coming generations of America. 

Therefore, I congratulate the Members of the House 
and the Senate who have worked on this legislation and 
the others who have participated, I am pleased and very 
proud to have the oppurtunity of signing this bill into law. 


note: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 

As enacted, the bill (S. 327) is Public Law 94-424, approved 
September 28, 1976. 


Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Bill 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 327 Into 
Law. September 28, 1976 


Today, with great pleasure, I am signing into law 
S. 327, a bill which will substantially increase the au- 
thorization levels for the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund over the next several years. 

I believe it can be fairly said that few Federal programs 
have given more wholesome recreation to Americans than 
the activities financed from the Land and Water Con- 
servation Fund. In the decade of the Fund’s existence, 
some $2 billion has been channeled into the purchase and 
development of outdoor recreation lands—places where 
Americans can participate in competitive sports, learn 
about nature, or simply find relief from crowds and bustle. 

About $800 million over the last 10 years has been 
used to finance the purchase of Federal recreation lands— 
over 1.5 million acres of land for national parks, wildlife 
refuges, wilderness, and other recreational areas. $1.2 
billion has been channeled to States and local com- 
munities as matching grants supporting the purchase of 
1.4 million acres of land and the development of 10,000 
recreational projects. 

With the increased authorization for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, we estimate that over 6 million 
more acres of land will be purchased and set aside for rec- 
reational purposes through fiscal year 1989. Over the 
25-year life of the Fund, land in excess of the area of the 


States of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts 
will have been bought for Land and Water Fund recrea- 
tional purposes. This truly will be a heritage treasured by 
future generations. 

In addition, S. 327 will establish the National Historic 
Preservation Fund to provide matching Federal assistance 
to State governments and private individuals for the ac- 
quisition and preservation of important historic sites. 

What better way can there be, in this Bicentennial 
Year, to commemorate our Nation’s rich history than to 
pledge to preserve outstanding examples of it for future 
Americans? In celebrating our Bicentennial this year, I 
and millions of others have been inspired to reflect on our 
history and the progress we have made. The National 
Historic Preservation Fund will assure that our historic 
sites and structures will continue to be available to provide 
this inspiration. 

This preservation of historic sites and structures will be 
achieved through a creative partnership between various 
levels of government and the private sector. The Federal 
Government will provide technical and financial assist- 
ance, the States will plan the programs, and the bulk of 
the actual preservation work will be done at the local level, 
by private individuals. This is appropriate. The preserva- 
tion movement is a citizen’s movement, an example of 
productive cooperation among the Federal, State, and 
local governments, and the private sector. Government 
can nurture this movement, but we must remember that 
it gains its greatest strength from the individual pride in 
the Nation’s past. 

Unfortunately, S. 327 also provides for certain changes 
in the procedures of the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation which would compromise executive branch 
functions. I find these provisions unacceptable, as well as 
unnecessary to the effective operation of the Advisory 
Council. 

The first provision would require the concurrent sub- 
mission of Advisory Council budget requests to Congress 
and to the President. The second would require concur- 
rent submission of the Advisory Council’s legislative pro- 
posals. Each requirement would make it difficult for me 
to develop and present to the Congress coherent and co- 
ordinated budget and legislative programs. 

We will submit to the Congress legislation which would 
correct these provisions, and I will strongly urge its pass- 
age during the first session of the next Congress. 

In summary, I am pleased today to sign S. 327. With 
my Bicentennial Land Heritage Program and S. 327, we 
will have a program of which we can be proud. These two 
measures will provide increased recreational opportuni- 
ties for present and future Americans, and will preserve 
for the future a great treasure of natural areas and historic 
resources, S. 327 provides the authorization for greatly ac- 
celerated land acquisition and historic preservation 
efforts assuring the continued momentum of our national 
preservation program. The Bicentennial Land Heritage 


Volume 12—Number 40 











1410 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


Program will assure that these resources are developed and 
maintained to the highest standards. 

As America looks toward her third century, we draw 
strength from our past. Our heritage of natural areas and 
the remaining records of our cultural history provide a 
reassuring sense of the direction from which we have 
come and a respite from the tensions of continuing prog- 
ress. It is essential that we preserve our natural areas and 
historic resources in the face of progress. I pledge to do 
all I can to further this goal. 


note: As enacted, the bill (S. 327) is Public Law 94424, 
approved September 28, 1976. 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate James M. 
Wilson, Jr., To Be Coordinator for Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs. September 28, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate James M. Wilson, Jr., of Bethesda, Md., to be Coor- 
dinator for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs at 
the Department of State. This is a new position created 
by Public Law 94-329 of June 30, 1976. He will be re- 
sponsible for matters pertaining to human rights and 
humanitarian affairs—including matters relating to refu- 
gees, prisoners of war, and members of the United States 
Armed Forces missing in action—in the conduct of for- 
eign policy. Mr. Wilson has been Coordinator for Hu- 
manitarian Affairs at the Department of State. 

Born on July 8, 1918, in China, of American parents, 
Mr. Wilson received his A.B. degree in 1939 from Swarth- 
more College and his M.A. in 1940 from the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy. He attended Harvard Law 
School and received his LL.B. in 1948. He served in the 
United States Army as a lieutenant colonel from 1941 to 
1946, and was a staff officer in the United States Air 
Force from 1948 to 1951. 

In 1953, Mr. Wilson became a Defense Advisor in 
Paris and Bonn for USRO, and from 1955 to 1958, he 
was Director of the Office for Military Rights, Interna- 
tional Security Affairs, in the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense. From 1958 to 1961, he was the Assistant Coor- 
dinator for Mutual Security at the State Department, and 
during 1961, he was the Assistant Coordinator for For- 
eign Assistance. From 1961 to 1964, he was Counselor 
of Economic Affairs, then Deputy Director of USOM in 
Madrid, and later Deputy Director. 

Mr. Wilson became the Deputy Chief of Mission in 
1964, in Bangkok, with the rank of Minister, and was 
the Deputy Chief of Mission in Manila with the rank of 
Minister from 1966 to 1970. He was Deputy Assistant 


Secretary of the Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
from 1970 to 1972. He was Special Assistant for the Bu- 
reau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs during 1973, prior 
to becoming U.S. Deputy Representative for Micro- 
nesian Status Negotiations. 

Mr. Wilson is married to the former Joan Rathvon, and 
they have five children. 


United States Metric Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 17 Members 
and Chairman of the Board. September 28, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate 17 persons to be Chairman and members of the 
United States Metric Board. These are new positions es- 
tablished by the Metric Conversion Act of 1975. They are: 


Louis F. Potx, of Dayton, Ohio, to be Chairman of the United 
States Metric Board for a term of 6 years. He is the chairman, 
State Fidelity Federal Savings Association. 


For a term of 6 years: 


Francis R. Duoan, of Cincinnati, Ohio, president, Dugan and 
Meyers Construction Co., Inc. 

Frank Hartman, of Lansing, Mich., Federal liaison representative, 
Michigan State Department of Education. 

James D. McKevitrt, of Denver, Colo., Washington counsel, Na- 
tional Federation of Independent Business, Alexandria, Va. 

Jerry J. McREAt, of Salem, Oreg., president, Media Research 
Associates. 

Mrs. Satenic S. St. Marie, of Westport, Conn., divisional vice 
president and director of consumer affairs, J. C. Penny Co., 
Inc. 

Kenyon Y. Taytor, of Roscoe, IIl., chairman of the board and 
chief executive officer, Regal-Beloit Corp., South Beloit, Ill. 


For a term of 4 years: 


Va.erie ANToInE, of Northridge, Calif., data manager, Litton Data 
Systems; metric planning director and engineering projects 
manager, Litton Data Systems, Van Nuys, Calif. 

Cart A. Beck, of Bala-Cynwyd, Pa., president, Charles Beck Ma- 
chine Corp., King of Prussia, Pa. 

Ratpu V. Duruam, Sr., of Winston-Salem, N.C., director, safety 
and health department, International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters ; president, Teamsters Local 391, Greensboro, N.C. 

W. E. Hamitton, of Wheaton, IIl., chief economist, American Farm 
Bureau Federation. 

Harry E. Kinney, of Albuquerque, N. Mex., mayor of Albuquer- 
que, N. Mex. 


For a term of 2 years: 


Harop M. Acnew, of Los Alamos, N. Mex., director, Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory. 

Swney D. ANprEws, of Tallahassee, Fla., director, division of 
standards, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services. 

ANnpREw H. Kenopensky, of Union, N.J., national automotive co- 
ordinator, International Association of Machinists and Aero- 
space Workers. 

Aprian G. WeEaveER, of Stamford, Conn., director, standards prac- 
tices, IBM Corp.; first chairman of the board, American Na- 
tional Metric Council, Armonk, N.Y. 
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Vircinia H. Knauer, of Philadelphia, Pa., Special Assistant to the 
President for Consumer Affairs; Director, Office of Consumer 
Affairs, Department of HEW; Executive Secretary, Consumer 
Advisory Council, Washington, D.C. 

The purpose of the Board is to devise and carry out a 
broad program of planning, coordination, and public edu- 
cation, consistent with other national policy and interests, 
with the aim of implementing the voluntary conversion to 
the metric system. 


Advisory Council on Women’s 
Educational Programs 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Six 
Members of the Advisory Council. 
September 29, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate six persons as members of the Advisory Council on 
Women’s Educational Programs for terms expiring 
May 8, 1979. They are: 

Marjorie Bett CxHamsers, of Los Alamos, N. Mex., president, 
Colorado Women’s College, Denver, Colo. She succeeds Holly 
Knox, whose term has expired. 

Jon W. Futver, of Ann Arbor, Mich., president, Great Lakes Col- 
lege Association. This is a reappointment. 

Marcuerire C.. SELDEN, of the District of Columbia, retired as- 
sistant supervisor in charge of continuing education, District 
of Columbia Public School System, and former city council 
member. She succeeds Margaret Harty, whose term has 
expired. 

AcnEs I. Cuan, of San Francisco, Calif., teacher, Francisco Junior 
High School. She succeeds Irene Portillo, whose term has 
expired. 

Tuera C. Jonnson, of Ogden, Utah, career specialist, Weber 
School District. She succeeds Benjamin DeMott whose term 
has expired. 

EvizaBeTH Z. Fryer, of Brentwood, Tenn., library consultant. She 
succeeds Marsha Darling, whose term has expired. 

The Council was established in the Office of Education. 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, by the 
Education Amendments of 1974, Public Law 93—380 of 
August 21, 1974, and consists of 17 members appointed 
by the President, together with the Chairman of the Com- 
mission on Civil Rights, the Director of the Women’s 
Bureau of the Department of Labor, and the Director of 
the Women’s Action Program of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. 

The purpose of the Council is to advise the Commis- 
sioner of Education with respect to general policy mat- 
ters relating to the administration of women’s educational 
equity; advise and make recommendations to the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Education concerning the improvement 
of educational equity for women; make recommendations 
to the Cominissioner with respect to the allocation of any 
funds, including criteria developed to ensure an appro- 
priate geographical distribution of approved programs 
and projects throughout the Nation; and develop criteria 
for the establishment of program priorities. 


Public Safety Officers’ 
Benefits Act of 1976 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing H.R. 366 Into 
Law. September 29, 1976 


Distinguished Members of the House and Senate, mem- 
bers of the Cabinet, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

Two days ago in Miami, Florida, I declared a major 
new escalation in America’s war on crime. I outlined plans 
as follows: to completely revise the Federal Criminal 
Code; to expand the demonstrably successful career 
criminal program; to impose mandatory sentences for cer- 
tain Federal crimes; to explore new ways of preventing 
juvenile crime; and to take other steps to make the Federal 
fight against crime a model for State and local efforts 
throughout the Nation. 

There is no more important work to be done in our 
society than insuring domestic tranquility, as the Con- 
stitution requires, and protecting the lives and property 
of the American people. This means that America’s 
600,000 Federal, State, and local public service officers 
are among our most important and valuable citizens. We 
owe these dedicated public servants more than gratitude, 
more than praise. We owe them, as well as their families, 
the fullest measure of protection that we can provide. 

We are now providing the most sophisticated equip- 
ment, the best training, and the greatest financial and 
moral support that we can. But it is these courageous men 
and women themselves who stand on the front lines of 
America’s war on crime. They take the risks, they suffer 
the injuries, and they are the ones who lay their live: on 
the line every day for the rest of us in this country. 

In 1975, 126 officers were killed in the line of duty; 49 
were killed in the first 4 months of this year. Violent death 
has also claimed its grim toll of firefighters and other 
public safety officers whose courage is equally admirable, 
whose jobs are no less essential, and whose lives are just 
as precious. There is no way that we can fully compensate 


for this loss of life in our public service, but we have a clear 


obligation to help as much as we can. 

The Congress has passed—and I congratulate the 
Members of the House and Senate on both sides of the 
aisle—the Public Service [Safety] Officers’ Benefits Act 
of 1976. This legislation provides that the Federal Gov- 
ernment will pay a $50,000 benefit to the surviving 
dependents of public service officers who are killed in the 
line of duty. This includes not only policemen but fire- 
men, prison guards, parole and probation officers, and 
court officials. This act demonstrates the esteem of a free 
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society for those whom it entrusts with our public and 
personal safety. 

It’s with great pride and pleasure that I sign this legis- 
lation, and I congratulate the Congress for its efforts which 
I think are long overdue in this regard. 


NoTE: As enacted, the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Act of 1976 
is Public Law 94-430, approved September 29, 1976. 


Public Safety Officers’ 
Benefits Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 366 Into 
Law. September 29, 1976 


I have today signed into law H.R. 366, the Public 
Safety Officers’ Benefits Act of 1976. 

This law establishes a new program providing for the 
payment by the Federal Government of a $50,000 death 
benefit to the survivors of any State or local public safety 
officer who loses her or his life as a result of injuries 
sustained in the line of duty. 

I fully recognize that no amount of money can fill the 
void left when these brave officers make the supreme 
sacrifice in pursuit of their duties. The least the Federal 
Government can do is to assure that their dependents 
have adequate financial assistance to see them through 
their difficulties. 

The signing into law of this bill is a solemn action by a 
grateful people and their Government. It demonstrates 
the esteem of a free society for those of its members en- 
trusted with public safety. 

While it is important that the survivors of public safety 
officers who die in the line of duty be provided for, it is 
infinitely more important that steps be taken to avoid 
unnecessary death or injury to those who protect our 
safety. This is why I have pledged that a top priority 
during the first 100 days of my next administration will 
be devoted to rallying the American people behind the 
legislative proposals I have submitted to the Congress so 
that the Federal Government may better do its part to 
reduce crime in the United States. 

It is with great pride and pleasure that I have signed 
this act into law. 


NOTE: As enacted, the Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Act of 1976 
is Public Law 94-430, approved September 29, 1976. 


Shipbuilding Supplemental 
Appropriation 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
September 29, 1976 


The President has noted that the House Armed Services 
Committee has tabled further consideration of the ad- 
ministration’s $1.2-billion shipbuilding supplemental 
appropriation, virtually foreclosing action during this 
session of Congress. 

The President is very disappointed by this lack of action 
and feels that the American people have not been well- 
served on this issue. The President intends to press this 
issue in the next Congress but, in the meantime, valuable 
time has been lost. 

NOTE: Press Secretary Ron Nessen read the statement at his regular 


news briefing at the White House on Wednesday, September 29, 
1976. 


District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Theodore R. Newman, Jr., To Be an Associate Judge. 
September 29, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to 
nominate Theodore R. Newman, Jr., of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Associate Judge for the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals for the term of 15 years. He 
will succeed Gerard D. Reilly, who retired September 27, 
1976. Mr. Newman has been Associate Judge for the 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia since October 
1970. 

Born on July 5, 1934, in Birmingham, Ala., Mr. New- 
man received his A. B. degree from Brown University in 
1955 and his J. D. degree from Harvard Law School in 
1958. He served in the United States Air Force from 1958 
to 1961. 

In 1961, Mr, Newman became an attorney in the Civil 
Rights Division of the Department of Justice. He joined 
the law firm of Bryant and Gardner in August 1962 as an 
associate, prior to joining the firm of Pratt, Bowers and 
Newman in February 1968. 

Mr. Newman is married to the former Constance Berry. 
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Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Edwin C. Brown, Jr., To Be an Associate Judge. 
September 29, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Edwin C. Brown, Jr., of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the District 
of Columbia for the term of 15 years. He will succeed 
George W. Draper II, who died on July 15, 1976. Mr. 
Brown has been in the private practice of law and has 
been a partner in the firm of Brown and Brown since 1966. 

Born on September 20, 1935, in Washington, D.C., 
Mr. Brown attended Howard University and received his 
B.A. degree in 1957 and his LL.B. degree in 1960. 

Mr. Brown entered the private practice of law in 1960 
and, during 1961, he was with the Legal Aid Agency in 
the District of Columbia. From September 1961 to Janu- 
ary 1964, he was in the Department of Justice in the 
Internal Security Division. He served as Assistant U.S. 
Attorney in the Office of the U.S. Attorney from Janu- 
ary 1964 to December 1965. He was Staff Attorney for 
the President’s Commission on Crime in the District of 
Columbia during 1965 to 1966, prior to returning to the 
private practice of law. 

Mr. Brown is married to the former Martha Tully, and 
they have four children. 


Olympic Winter Games 
Authorization Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 2184 Into 
Law. September 29, 1976 


I have signed into law S. 2184, a bill to authorize 
Federal financial assistance for planning, design, and 
construction or improvement of facilities for the 1980 
Olympic winter games at Lake Placid, N.Y. 

This legislation will not only furnish the resources 
necessary for the next winter Olympic games to be held 
in the United States, it will also provide training facilities 
for future American Olympic athletes, which will enhance 
their ability to compete with heavily subsidized teams from 
other nations. 

I am committed to the improvement of amateur sports 
in the United States and the strengthening of our Olympic 
teams. I believe that this can be accomplished without 
massive government interference or subsidies. For this 
reason, my proposal for Federal financing of the Lake 
Placid games, which I introduced last May, entailed only 


the construction of permanent, unique sports facilities at a 
cost of $28 million in grants to the Lake Placid Olympic 
Organizing Committee. 

The bill I am approving today authorizes $49,040,000 
for permanent facilities and for other capital funding 
needed for the games. The additional authorization pro- 
vided in this bill is intended to provide temporary and 
support facilities (i.e., housing, spectator, and administra- 
tion facilities), and support services for the games. 

I continue to believe that this additional financial 
assistance should not be provided by the Federal taxpayer. 
Accordingly, I am asking Secretary Richardson to take 
action to fund the permanent, unique facilities covered in 
the administration’s proposal of May 10, 1976. I am also 
asking that he meet with the Lake Placid Olympic Com- 
mittee to review its needs for related facilities and to seek 
ways to meet those needs without additional Federal 
expenditure. 


NOTE: As enacted, the Olympic Winter Games Authorization Act 
of 1976 is Public Law 94-427, approved September 29, 1976. 


Cost of Living Allowances 
and Post Differentials 


Executive Order 11938. September 29, 1976 


RELATING TO ADJUSTMENT OF Cost oF LIVING 
ALLOWANCES AND Post DIFFERENTIALS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 5941 
of Title 5 of the United States Code, and as President of 
the United States, in order to authorize the gradual reduc- 
tion of allowances and differentials payable in nonforeign 
areas if the reduction is based on program or methodology 
revisions, Executive Order No. 10000 of September 16, 
1948, as amended, is further amended by revising Section 
210 to read as follows: 

“Sec. 210. Periodic review. The Civil Service Com- 
mission shall periodically, but at least annually, review 
the places designated, the rates fixed, and the regulations 
prescribed pursuant to this Part, with a view to making 
such changes therein as will insure that payment of addi- 
tional compensation under the provisions of this Part shall 
continue only during the continuance of conditions justify- 
ing such payment and shall not in any instance exceed the 
amount justified: Provided, That if program or method- 
ology revisions would substantially reduce an established 
differential or allowance rate, then the rate of such addi- 
tional compensation may be reduced gradually.”’. 

Gera_p R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 29, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:38 p.m, 
September 29, 1976] 
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Federal Pay Increases 


Announcement of Adjustment of Certain Rates of Pay 
and Allowances. September 29, 1976 


Under the Pay Comparability Act of 1970, an adjust- 
ment in Federal white collar pay is required on October 1. 
In accordance with the procedures prescribed by law, the 
President has reviewed the findings of his “pay agent” 
(the Chairman of the Civil Service Commission and the 
Director of the Office of Management and Budget) with 
regard to adjustments needed to maintain comparable pay 
between Federal employees and the private sector; the 
Federal Employees Pay Council (FEPC); and the Ad- 
visory Committee on Federal Pay. The President has de- 
cided to put into effect the findings of his pay agent, 
providing for a pay increase averaging 4.83%. Funds for 
the increase are provided in the Budget. 

The increase will vary with general schedule grades 
from 4.24% at GS-5 to 7.92% in the lower step rates 
of GS-15. 

By law, the rates of basic pay and certain allowances for 
military personnel will also increase by a total of 4.83%. 

The pay adjustments for both civilian and military 
employees will be effective on the first day of the first 
applicable pay period beginning on or after October 1, 
1976. About 1.4 million civilians and about 2 million 
military people are affected. 


NOTE: A general schedule of rates to provide comparability with 
1976 private enterprise pay was also included with the release. 


National Transportation 
Policy Study Commission 


Announcemex: «f Appointment of Seven Members of 
the Commision. September 29, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
seven persons as members of the National Transportation 
Policy Study Commission. These are new positions created 
by, Public Law 94-280 of May 5, 1976. They are: 
Wii F. Cexuint, of Springfield, Ill., executive director, Illinois 
Asphalt Pavement Association. 

Ben yamin F. Bracotnt, of San Francisco, Calif., chairman, Southern 
Pacific Co. 

Gusert E. Carmicnac., of Meridian, Miss., president, The Car- 
riage House, Inc., and outgoing Chairman of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Advisory Committee. 


Atvin L. FeipMan, of Englewood, Colo., president and chief execu- 
tive officer, Frontier Airlines, Denver, Colo. 


Ricuarp L. HerMan, of Omaha, Nebr., president, Herman Broth- 
ers, Inc., Omaha, Nebr. 


James C. McConnon, of Wynnewood, Pa., chairman of the board, 
Southeastern Transit Authority, Philadelphia, Pa. 


James D. Prrcocx, Jr., of Houston, Tex., president, William 
Brothers Construction Co. 

The Commission shall make a full and complete investi- 
gation and study of the transportation needs and of the 
resources, requirements, and policies of the United States 
to meet such expected needs. 

The Commission shall no later than December 31, 
1978, submit to the President and the Congress its final 
report, including its findings and recommendations. 


Country Music Month, 1976 
Proclamation 4465. September 29, 1976 


By the President of the United ‘States of America 
a Proclamation 

Country music is a descriptive and entertaining chron- 
icle of American life. The melodies and lyrics of a country 
song are drawn from the very heart of America and its 
people. 

The music reflects the joys and sorrows of daily life and 
it reminds us that truth, compassion and moral character 
should guide our actions and shape our beliefs. 

Country music is the spirit of America in song. It has 
grown in popularity among a wide range of people in all 
walks of life. It is a uniquely American art form which 
will flourish as long as the story of our Nation is the story 
of common people. It is fitting that we pay tribute to the 
music, to the hundreds of talented people who perform it 
and to the millions more who enjoy it. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, designate October 1976 as 
Country Music Month, and encourage all Americans to 
commemorate this designation with suitable observances. 

In Witness WHeErEOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 29th day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 

GERALD R. Forp 


(Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:36 p.m.. 
September 29, 1976] 
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Veto of Departments of Labor and 
Health, Education, and Welfare 
Appropriation Act, 1977 


The President’s Message to the H. ouse of Representatives 
Returning H.R. 14232 Without His Approval. 
September 29, 1976 


To the House of Representatives: 

Just before adjourning for the final weeks of the elec- 
tion campaign, the Congress has sent me H.R. 14232, the 
Departments of Labor, and Health, Education, and Wel- 
fare appropriations for fiscal year 1977 which begins 
October 1. This last and second largest of the major 
Federal appropriation bills to be considered by this Con- 
gress is a perfect example of the triumph of election-year 
politics over fiscal restraint and responsibility to the hard- 
pressed American taxpayer. 

Contained in this bill are appropriations for numerous 
essential domestic programs which have worthy purposes. 
My budget for these purposes totaled $52.5 billion, $700 
million more than this year. Since 1970 expenditures for 
these programs have increased at a rate 75% greater than 
the rate of growth in the overall Federal Budget. There- 
fore, my 1977 proposals included substantial reforms in 
the major areas covered by these appropriations designed 
to improve their efficiency and reduce the growth of 
Federal bureaucracy and red tape. 

The majority in control of this Congress has ignored 
my reform proposals and added nearly $4 billion in addi- 
tional spending onto these programs. 

The partisan political purpose of this bill is patently 
clear. It is to present me with the choice of vetoing these 
inflationary increases and appearing heedless of the 
human needs which these Federal programs were intended 
to meet, or to sign the measure and demonstrate incon- 
sistency with my previous anti-inflationary vetoes on 
behalf of the American taxpayer. 

It is to present me with the dilemma of offending the 
voting groups who benefit by these government programs, 
or offending those primarily concerned with certain re- 
strictions embodied in the bill. 

I am sympathetic to the purposes of most of these pro- 
grams. I agree with the restriction on the use of Federal 
funds for abortion. My objection to this legislation is based 
purely and simply on the issue of fiscal integrity. 

I believe the American people are wiser than the Con- 
gress thinks. They know that compassion on the part of 
the Federal Government involves more than taking addi- 
tional cash from their paychecks. They know that infla- 
tionary spending and larger deficits must be paid for not 
only by all Federal taxpayers but by every citizen, includ- 
ing the poor, the unemployed, the retired persons on fixed 
incomes, through the inevitable reduction in the purchas- 
ing power of their dollars. 

I believe strongly in compassionate concern for those 


who cannot help themselves, but I have compassion for 
the taxpayer, too. My sense of compassion also says that 
we shouldn’t ask the taxpayers to spend their money for a 
tangled mess of programs that the Congress itself has 
shown all too often to be wasteful and inefficient—pro- 
grams which all too often fail to really help those in need. 

The Congress says it cares about cutting inflation and 
controlling Federal spending. 

The Congress says it wants to stop fraud and abuse in 
Federal programs. 

The Congress says it wants to end duplication and 
overlap in Federal activities. 

But when you examine this bill carefully you discover 
that what the Congress says has very little to do with what 
the Congress does. 

If the Congress really cared about cutting inflation and 
controlling Federal spending, would it send me a bill that 
is $4 billion over my $52.5 billion request? 

If the Congress really wanted to stop fraud and abuse 
in Federal programs like Medicaid, would it appropriate 
more money this year than it did last year without any 
reform? 

If the Congress really wanted to end duplication and 
overlap in Federal activities, would it continue all of these 
narrow programs this year—at higher funding levels than 
last year? 

If the Congress really wanted to cut the deficit and ease 
the burden on the taxpayer, would it ignore serious reform 
proposals? 

The resounding answer to all of these questions is no. 

Our longtime ally, Great Britain, has now reached a 
critical point in its illustrious history. The British people 
must now make some very painful decisions on govern- 
ment spending. As Prime Minister Callaghan coura- 
geously said just yesterday, “Britain for too long has lived 
on borrowed time, borrowed money and borrowed ideas. 
We will fail if we think we can buy our way out of our 
present difficulties by printing confetti money and by 
paying ourselves more than we earn.” 

I cannot ask American taxpayers to accept unwar- 
ranted spending increases without a commitment to 
serious reform. I do not believe the people want more 
bureaucratic business as usual. I believe the people want 
the reforms I have proposed which would target the 
dollars on those in real need while reducing Federal inter- 
ference in our daily lives and returning more decision- 
making freedom to State and local levels where it belongs. 

I therefore return without my approval H.R. 14232, 
and urge the Congress to enact immediately my budget 
proposals and to adopt my program reforms. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

September 29, 1976. 

NOTE: The President’s veto was overridden by the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate on September 30, 1976. The bill (H.R. 


14232) became Public Law 94-439, without the President’s signa- 
turc on September 30, 1976. 
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Federal Regional Councils 


Announcement of Appointment of Chairmen of the 10 
Councils. September 30, 1976 


The President has announced the appointment of the 
following Chairmen of the 10 Federal Regional Councils 
for fiscal year 1977 (asterisk denotes reappointment). 
Region I, Boston 

Rosert W. MitcHe.t, Regional Administrator, Federal Energy 

Administration 
Region II, New York 
S. WmuuMm Green*, Regional Administrator, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
Region III, Philadelphia 


Danie J. Snyper III*, Regional Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency 


Region IV, Atlanta 
Jacx E. Ravan*, Regional Administrator, Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency 
Region V, Chicago 
Ricuarp E. Friepman*, Regional Director, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare 


Region VI, Dallas 
Ep Foreman*, Regional Representative of the Secretary of 
Transportation 
Region VII, Kansas City 
Russe. R. Wazscue*, Regional Representative of the Secre- 
tary of Transportation 
Region VIII, Denver 


Ruton R. Garrie_p*, Regional Director, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare 


Region IX, San Francisco 


Wesster Oris*, Special Assistant to the Secretary, Department 
of the Interior 


Region X, Seattle 
Bernarp E. Kerrty*, Regional Director, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare 

Federal Regional Councils are located in regional 
headquarter cities and are composed of the regional heads 
of 11 major Federal agencies: Department of Agricul- 
ture; Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; 
Department of Housing and Urban Development; De- 
partment of the Interior; Department of Labor; Depart- 
ment of Transportation; Department of Commerce; 
Environmental Protection Agency; Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration; Community Services Admin- 
istration; and the Federal Energy Administration. 

The three primary missions of Federal Regional Coun- 
cils are: improving intergovernmental relations, co- 
ordinating interagency programs, and delivering services 
in response to special problem situations. 

During the next year, Federal Regional Councils will 
continue their progress toward the development of closer 
working relationships with State and local governments 
and better coordination among the Federal agencies. Em- 
phasis will be placed on identifying inconsistencies and 
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unnecessary restrictions in Federal planning requirements, 
integrating agency planning grants for maximum impact, 
and make certain that Federal planning is more efficient 
and responsive to the needs of people. 


National Advisory Council 
on Indian Education 


Announcement of Appointment of 15 Members of the 
Council. September 30, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
15 persons as members of the National Advisory Council 
on Indian Education. They are: 


For a term of | year: 

Joz Aseyta, of Espanola, N. Mex., superintendent, Albuquerque 
Indian School, Albuquerque, N. Mex. He succeeds Karma 
Torklep, who has resigned. 

Witt D. ANTELL, of Stillwater, Minn., assistant commissioner of 
education, State: Department of Education, St. Paul, Minn. 
This is a reappointment. 

Linpa BEvarpe, of Zunie, N. Mex., teacher, Zunie Altemative 
Learning Program. She succeeds Geraldine Simplicio, whose 
term has expired. 

Donna Ruopes, of Tulsa, Okla., director, Indian Women Con- 
sultant’s, Inc. She succeeds Amelia A. Coleman, who has 
resigned. 

James G. Sappier, of Old Town, Maine, tribal coordinator, office 
of development, Passamaquoddy Indian Tribe, Perry, Maine. 
He succeeds L. Sue Lallmang, who has resigned. 

For a term of 2 years: 

Even A. ALLEN, of Horton, Kans., cultural curricula developer, 
Powhatan Unified School, district #510, Powhatan, Kans. 
This is a reappointment. 

TueEopore D. Georce, of Poulsbo, Wash., regional program direc- 
tor, Office of Native American Programs, Department of HEW, 
Seattle, Wash. This is a reappointment. 

Carvin J. Isaac, of Philadelphia, Miss., tribal chief-administra- 
tor, Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. He succeeds Fred 
Smith, who has resigned. 

Pau R. PLatero, of Albuquerque, N. Mex., associate director, Na- 
tive American Materials Development Center. He succeeds 
Boyce D. Timmons, who has resigned. 

Davip Risuino, Jr., of Davis, Calif., professor, University of Cali- 
fornia at Davis. This is a reappointment. 

For a term of 3 years: 

Wes .ey Bonito, of White River, Ariz., tribal education director, 
education department, White Mountain Apache Tribe. He suc- 
ceeds Daniel Peaches, who has resigned. 

Patricia ANN McGez, of Prescott, Ariz., tribe president, Yavapai- 
Prescott Tribe. This is a reappointment. 

Eart H. Oxennine, of Raeford, N’C., principal, Upchurch Jr. 
High School. He succeeds Clarence W. Skye, who has resigned. 

Tuomas Tuompson, of Heart Butte, Mont., Federal programs co- 
ordinator, school district #9, Browning, Mont. He succeeds 
Genieve Hooper, who has resigned. 

Minerva C. Wuite, of Hogansburg, N.Y., director, Native Ameri- 
can Special Services, St. Lawrence University, Canton, N.Y. 
She succeeds Jose Upicksoun, who has resigned. 


The National Advisory Council on Indian Education 
was created by Public Law 92-318, the Education 
Amendments of 1972. The Council is to consist of 15 
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Indian and Alaskan natives, appointed by the President 
from lists nominated from time to time by Indian tribes 
and organizations. The Council will select its own 
Chairman. 

The purposes of the Council are to advise the Com- 
missioner of Education on the administration of educa- 
tion programs from which Indian adults or children ben- 
efit, and to review and make recommendations concern- 
ing grant applications to provide technical assistance to 
local education agencies and Indian education agencies, 
institutions, and organizations, to assist them in improving 
the education of Indian children. 


National Institute of 
Building Sciences 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Three 
Members of the Board of Directors. 
September 30, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate three persons to be members of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the National Institute of Building Sciences. These 
are new positions created by Public Law 93-383, of 
August 22, 1974, and consist of not fewer than 15 mem- 
bers and not more than 21 members appointed by the 
President. They are: 

Ernest AMBLER, of Bethesda, Md., Acting Director, National Bu- 
reau of Standards. This is for a term of 2 years. 

Cuar.es J. OrLEBEKE, of Bethesda, Md., Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development for Policy Development and 
Research. This is for a term of 3 years. 

Jack C. SanpeRs, of Oklahoma City, Okla., State fire marshal, 
State of Oklahoma. This is for a term of one year. 

The purpose of the Institute is to develop and encour- 
age the adoption of performance criteria for building 
components. 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 30, 1976 


Reporter. Mr. President, you are well aware of all the 
stories of allegations concerning your Grand Rapids past 
and the campaign financing, I know, and that the records 
allegedly have been subpoenaed by a Special Prosecutor. 
So this must be very disturbing, and I suppose you want it 
cleared up before the election. 

I know that you believe that the Judiciary Committee 
covered it all. But can you say categorically that there has 


never been any misuse of any of your campaign funds 
when you ran for Congress? 

Tue Present. First, let me say very emphatically 
that I strongly believe in the Special Prosecutor concept. 
I supported, the administration supports the continuation 
of a Special Prosecutor. I was pleased when the Senate 
passed a version that included such a provision. And I am 
disappointed that the House apparently is not going to do 
it. I should add that I have full confidence in the integrity 
of Mr. Ruff in his responsibilities as the Special 
Prosecutor. 

Number two, I also believe in the full integrity of the 
Department of Justice, and I am certain that they will do 
whatever they are required to under their responsibilities. 

Let me add that nobody on my staff has any authority 
whatsoever to contact either the Special Prosecutor or the 
Department of Justice to, in any way, hinder or impede 
whatever investigations are going on. 

What I know about the Kent County situation I have 
picked up in reading the newspapers or seeing on tele- 
vision or radio what has been reported. 

I, therefore, am not familiar with the precise charges, 
whatever they may be. But I can say with complete con- 
fidence that I am certain that when the investigation is 
completed, that I will be free of any allegations such as 
I’ve read about. 

I would add this final comment: There is a saying 
that’s prevalent in the law that “justice delayed is justice 
denied.” And I am certain that the people responsible 
for any investigation will live up to the high standards 
required in the canon of ethics for the legal profession, 
which does require that in any such investigations that 
they be full, complete, and concluded as readily as 
possible. 

Q. Well, you don’t know for certain whether there are 
charges or whether you are the target, or do you 

THe Present. No. 





Q. And doesn’t your curiosity—even if you made public 
the fact that you were going to ask, I don’t think that that 
would be undue pressure, would it? 


Tue Presipent. We are trying to be so circumspect, 
so that we are not under any circumstances accused of any 
improprieties, that I have told members of my staff that 
under no circumstances should they make contacts with 
either the Special Prosecutor or the Department of 
Justice. 

Q. Mr. President, don’t you have the right under the 
current law to ask if you are the target of the Special 
Prosecutor’s investigation. And, if that’s the case, why 
don’t you want to know that, at least? 

THE Preswent. I can’t tell you whether under the law 
I can or can’t. But, even if we do have that right, I think 
an inquiry by me or somebody on my staff would un- 
doubtedly be misconstrued, and I just don’t want any 
such allegation being made by anybody. 
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Q. Mr. President, could you clear up a matter that has 
been pending for some time and was referred to in this 
investigation—or at least it was referred to in a news- 
paper article the other day—that when you were in the 
House you used to go down here to the Seamans Institute, 
I think 22d Street or somewhere, like a lot of other House 
Members did of both parties, and read a little speech that 
they gave you to read at noon luncheons, and then they 
would give you a nice little check, maybe they would give 
you an extra $1,000 or $500 because you were major- 
ity—aminority leader? I am sure this was probably done 
by a lot of other Congressmen, but was that true? 

Tue Presment. Any time I make a speech, Sarah 
[Sarah McClendon, McClendon News Service], I solicit 
from members of my staff—I did up in the House, and 
I asked any organization that I was speaking to to give 
me ideas on what they thought would be appropriate 
comments in speaking to that organization. 

In the case of the meetings that you speak of, it was 
before the joint maritime labor organization—that’s not 
the right term—but it’s a combination of all the labor 
organizations that are involved in the maritime industry. 

Yes, I asked them for suggestions as to what they 
thought would be appropriate for discussion before their 
group. And they, along with the executive branch of the 
government that had jurisdiction over shipbuilding or any 
aspects of the maritime industry—I also got recommenda- 
tions from them. And this combination of ideas for a 
speech, people on my staff put together in a speech. But 
they were not the ones who wrote the speech that you are 
speaking of. They submitted what they thought would be 
appropriate, and we took their ideas with the suggestions 
from the staff committees on the House and Senate side, 
the executive department people, the labor organizations, 
from the maritime industry overall, and that combination 
of information went into whatever speeches I made. I 
think that’s a very appropriate way to handle it. 

Q. Did they give you a check for this, sir? 

Tue Preswenrt. Oh, yes, and those checks were fully 
reported on my income tax returns. They were reported 
to any other authority that required it. And all of that 
matter was looked into by the House and Senate com- 
mittees at the time of my Vice-Presidential hearing. 


Q. But if they had matters pending before the Congress, 
did you think that was right to take that money when they 
had matters pending before the Congress? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I was deeply interested in the 
new legislation that was before the House and the Senate 
to expand and upgrade our maritime industry. That was 
a group that likewise felt that way, and I think it was 
proper. 

Q. Mr. President, in your golf outings, or social occa- 
sions, or other vacations with Rod Markley of Ford Motor 
Company or U.S. Steel, did you discuss Government busi- 


ness with them either when you were a Member of the 
House, or Vice President, or President? 

Tue Present. Not to my best recollection. 

Q. You never discussed business? 

THE PresivenT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think in the headlines that 
have run for about the last 10 days and the fact that 
some of these potential allegations have not been resolved, 
that there has been any damaging effect on your cam- 
paign, or would there be if “justice delayed” means that 
there is no resolution of this before November 2? 

Tue Presipent. Well, I think it’s vitally important 
that any aspects of either one of these matters be fully 
resolved as quickly as possible. I have no way of knowing 
what the impact is politically. 

Q. Mr. President, one of the issues raised is whether 
any of this campaign money was actually ever diverted to 
your personal use. Would you like to say flatly whether 
that was so or not? 

Tue PresipEnT. Well, I don’t know whether that’s an 
allegation that’s being investigated by the Special Prose- 
cutor’s Office, but I can say that there was never money 
given to me by the Kent County Republican Committee. 
The Kent County Republican Committee may have done 
some advertising on behalf of my candidacy or the can- 
didacy of other Republican candidates running for public 
office. That’s their function. 

They, just for example, always the last week or so, 
would have a full-page ad’ with the gubernatorial candi- 
date and the senatorial candidate, the congressional can- 
didate, plus some State legislative officers, and so I suppose 
they spent their money on that, which is a perfectly proper 
function of the Kent County Republican Finance Com- 
mittee and county organization. No money ever went to 
me personally. 

Q. Mr. President, does the timing of the Special Prose- 
cutor’s investigation seem strange to you, or do you ques- 
tion the motivation? 

Tue Present. I would not under any circumstances 
question the motivation or the timing. 

Q. Mr. President, are you holding this press confer- 
ence because Jimmy Carter has accused you of keeping 
silent on these matters? 

THE Preswenr. Not at all. 

Q. Mr. President, your staff says they are having some 
trouble getting records of all these various golfing trips 


and what-not. Have you ever asked Mr, Whyte if he has 
records? 


THE PREsmDENT. Well, it’s my understanding that Mr. 
Whyte issued a two- or three-page statement a week or 10 
days ago which outlined the circumstances of the three 
trips up to Pine Valley and the two down to Disneyland. 
I understand he issued that. 


Q. I mean records of what it cost and who paid and 
all that sort of thing. 
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the Tue Present. Well, I have no access to their records, that may have contacted you, presumably old friends of 
so they will have to answer that. yours? 
Q. Mr. President, you have said that it’s vitally im- Tue PresivenT. I read the Grand Rapids Press, which 


portant that the matter be resolved as soon as possible. is a good newspaper, and I read stories concerning this 
Js it your wish that it be resolved before the election? It and quotations from people who were former county 
hat is vitally important so the voters can see the full story, or chairmen or presently county chairmen, so I know what 
hat the true story they’ve said. But they haven’t talked extensively about 
ed Tue Present. Well, it’s more important to me per- "he investigation. I guess they felt that they had testified 
oi sonally that it be cleared up because I am very proud of made their comments to whoever was investigating it, 
hat my record of personal integrity. And I think that’s more and they didn’t really say very much. 


, ? 
important than any impact it might have on the election. Ale aman gaa to any of them personally? 


lly a — Freueeat, wm Ae Fee - Ss pes ; aeyeaeh Q. Mr. President, a number of Pentagon military of- 
, ose marine unions, the arers and the Marine Engi- ‘ved disciplin Nahe : 
ing neers, supported you down through the years. Then you Seen have seneenen fara? apres 


freebies, free weekends, hunting expeditions. If you think 
there is nothing improper about a Congressman accepting 
free golfing weekends, what distinction is there? 

Tue Present. Well, the House passed a resolution 
sometime in 1968, as I understand it, which says nothin 
th he Special Prosecutor and that's what triggered this, ‘og significance or substance should be merrier ge do a 
or is there a political motivation in there somewhere? feel that there was any impropriety on my part or any 

Tue Preswent. Bob [Bob Schieffer, CBS News], I violation of that regulation. 

“y wouldn’t make any allegations of that kind. I don’t 
think—-since I don’t know—I don’t think I ought to make 


vetoed a bill that they wanted—TI forget the name of it, 
rer but I am sure you recall it. After that they shifted over to 
Jimmy Carter. Do you have any feeling that maybe some- 


i body in the Carter camp may have made some allegation 


I am an avid golfer. Most of you know it. I enjoy the 
company of people while I am playing golf. Every person 


1. | aay comment. that’s been involved in these allegations I have recipro- 
lic Q. Well obviously, though, the Special Prosecutor cated with as far as they coming either to my golf club 
wouldn’t open an investigation, I would think, on just the —_ or coming to our home. 
¥ basis of rumors. Somebody had to make an allegation There has been, I would say, substantial reciprocity. 
i. there. And whatever the circumstances of our getting together, 
n- Tue Preswent. What impresses me the most isa state- has been in a proper way and in no way a violation, in my 
- ment by the former Special Prosecutor, Leon Jaworski, | judgment, of any rule or ethical standard. These are close 
er who has said, as I understand it, publicly, that before he personal friends and have been for many years. And I 
- left the office of Special Prosecutor he looked into such have never accepted—or I don’t believe they have 
0 matters, and he came to the conclusion that there wasno —_‘ tendered—any such things on the basis of seeking any 
reason for action. special privilege or anything that was improper. 
e- Now, that in no way challenges the right or the in- Q. Mr. President, on June 15, before the Southern 
:- tegrity of Mr. Ruff. But where any such charges came Baptist Convention, you condemned very strongly what 
from, I would have no idea. you call “situation ethics,” and I was wondering why this 
°s Q. Let me just make one follow-up. If I understand it, 5 ansep- animes ats endorse Mgerneypnopecges B= 


Mr. Jaworski said that he had investigated the Seafarers ‘Dat time = pre equa seh cr ome aa 
y Union, and I think that was in relation to a $100,000 ne ete Cone ee 


g contribution they made to Richard Nixon. As far as I rae! _ . siege eae me wag - enn ee 
know, he’s never said that he looked into MEBA—the no? Wacener im fhe White Blouse or the mas © 


: 2 ~ Congress. 
— Engineers. Do you know in fact whether or not he My question is, do you feel that in view of what the 
‘ White House has admitted, you have lived up to your own 
standards here? 

THe Preswent. I have said that I don’t consider these 
infrequent weekends a violation of either the rules of the 
House or any ethical standards. I explained that these 
were longstanding personal relationships, where there has 
been virtual reciprocity, and I wouldn’t have accepted if 
there had been any thought in my mind that it was im- 


Tue Preswent. No, I can’t be that precise. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that you instructed that your 
staff shouldn’t make any contacts to the Attorney General 
or to the prosecutor. Have there been any contacts made 
) by any of these agencies to you so that you have any in- 
formation at all either that this is going to be resolved 
quickly or any information at all? 


Tue Present. I have no information whatsoever. proper or the violation of any code of ethics. 
Q. Mr. President, do you have any information from Q. Isn’t that “situation ethics” though? 
people back in your old home district, the fifth district, Tue Present. I don’t think so. 
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Q. Mr. President, to follow up on Fran Lewine’s ques- 
tion earlier, she asked you if any of the funds had been 
diverted for personal use, and your answer sir, was, that 
you had never received any funds from Kent County. Are 
we to understand that as a “no,” that you have never used 
any of these funds for personal use? 

Tue Preswent. From the Kent County Republican 
Committee? 

Q. From any campaign fund? 

Tue Preswent. I will say any campaign funds for 
personal use. 


Q. Do you find these stories personally painful, some- 
one questioning your integrity? 

Tue Preswent. Well, it naturally has some impact 
when I know that all of these things have been investi- 
gated by some 400 FBI agents and 5-to-6 Internal 
Revenue agents, with my income taxes going back to 8 or 
9 years, when I know that I have been given a clean bill 
of health, not only by the FBI but the Internal Revenue 
Service, by the Senate and House committees, and an 
overwhelming vote in the House and Senate. 

When I look at the investigation that was made of my 
personal life, the financial circumstances, probably more 
than anybody else in the history of this country, I know 
that there is no problem. So I guess to some extent one is 
bothered a bit. But as long as my conscience is clear I have 
no real problem. 


Q. Sir, you brought up the matter of the income tax. 
It’s proper, isn’t it, if in case a person receives a gift, say 
of an airplane ticket or something of that sort, it has to 
be listed on their income tax as a gift. Or does reciprocity 
cover that when you buy a ticket later? 


Tue Present. I am not familiar with the details of 
that, but the IRS went into all of these matters. They 
closed out my income-tax returns for back 8 or 9 years. 
They had people go into these with minute detail so I 


Q. Well, what I am asking is, actually I am asking for 
your legal advice. 


Tue Presment. Well, I am not here to give you any 
legal advice. 


Q. Mr. President, is this longstanding personal rela- 
tionship, personal and friendship though it may be—is 
nevertheless valuable to United States Steel and to the 
Ford Motor Company, much as the employers of other 
people who are friends of yours—for example, John 
Byrnes, who represents a great many interests in this town 
on tax reform, and—perhaps coincidentally, perhaps you 
believe this—your position is about like his on tax reform? 

I asked you earlier whether you had discussed business 
with them during these social outings. Rod Markley said 
you and he discussed the Clean Air Act. I wonder, do 
you not see that it is to their benefit for you to have this 
personal relationship? 





Tue Preswenrt. Let me modify what I said a moment 
ago. In a casual way, of course we might informally talk 
about certain matters, but I happen to feel that they were 
not asking me and I was not asking them. The times I’ve 
played with Rod have been at Burning Tree, where we 
are both members and both pay our own way. John 
Byrnes, I played golf with him because he is a friend of 
28-plus years. I don’t see anything improper at all. 

Q. Do you think that you can separate 

Tue Preswent. Absolutely. 

Q. their business as lobbyists and their representa- 
tion of their corporations from your personal friendship? 

Tue Presment. As a matter of fact, some of their 
comments could be helpful in what the status is. 

Q. Mr. President, yet that seems to be the issue that 
Carter is raising, though. He seems to be raising the old 
buddy system issue and saying, in fact, that you can’t. 
Now what can you say to counter that? How can you? 

THE Preswent. Maybe he can’t, but I can. 

Q. Mr. President, may I ask you, you now are aware 
that some of these expenses were actually paid by the com- 
panies and not by your friends. But you were paying, 
when you had them to your home, you were paying your- 
self, the taxpayers were not taking care of this. So these 
companies in effect were financing some of this. 

What is your thinking about why they wanted to do 
this, why they were willing to entertain you on these 
weekends? 

Tue Preswent. I think you would have to ask the 
people who offered the invitation. These are personal 
friends, and I don’t ask in advance why you want to pay 
my green fees. I think that’s a matter for them on the basis 
of their own integrity. 

Q. Mr. President, you have been through one debate. 
Have you got any thoughts on the second one as to a 
change in format, or anything you would like to do 
differently? 

Tue Preswent. We are very satisfied with the format 
that was used in the first debate. I thought it went very 
well. 

Q. Mr. President, you look more worried than I’ve seen 
you in a long time. 

Tue Present. Worried? 

Q. Yes, sir. You haven’t smiled very much in this news 
conference. You really look troubled, and I have known 
you for 10 years. Does this bother you? Is it something 
that’s going to hurt you badly in the campaign? 

Tue Present. I answered a moment ago I am more 
concerned about my personal reputation. But, I am not 
unhappy. I just am worried about getting over to the 
signing ceremony for one of these bill signings. 

Reporter. Thank you. 








NOTE: President Ford’s thirty-seventh news conference was held at 


11:50 a.m. on Thursday, September 30. 1976, in the Oval Office at 
the White House. 
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PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: 
Veterans Benefits Legislation 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing Into Law 
H.R. 14298, the Veterans and Survivors Pension 
Adjustment Act of 1976, and H.R. 14299, the Veterans 
Disability Compensation and Survivor Benefits Act of 
1976. September 30, 1976 


Distinguished Members of the Congress, representatives 
of the various veterans organizations, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

I really enjoy the opportunity to have you down here 
for this very auspicious occasion. When I finish my re- 
marks, I will sign the two bills that are before me. And 
I am very pleased to have the opportunity to sign both 
bills, which will protect pensions and increase disability 
payments for some 5 million veterans and their survivors. 

The bills will ensure that benefits which these veterans 
have earned for themselves and their families will keep 
pace with the cost of living. These bills represent another 
step in our continuing effort to fulfill the words spoken 
more than a century ago, and I quote: “To care for him 
who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and 
for his orphan.” 

In December 1975, I signed a bill providing a tem- 
porary cost-of-living increase in veterans’ pensions for the 
first 9 months of this year. One of the bills I am signing 
today will make this increase permanent. It will protect 
more than’2!4 million veterans and their families from 
having their pension payments reduced next week. In 
addition, it will provide a 7-percent cost-of-living increase 
in pension benefits for the first of next year. 

The second bill that will be signed will raise by 8 per- 
cent disability payments for more than 2 million service 
disabled veterans. It will also increase some other special 
benefit payments. 

As Commander-in-Chief and as a citizen, I salute our 
veterans organizations, which played such an important 
role in developing this legislation. They are doing a first- 
rate job of representing the legitimate interests of veterans 
and their families. 

Our Veterans Administration is also playing its part in 
making life better for our veterans in this country. Under 
the leadership of my good friend Dick Roudebush, it has 
made tremendous strides forward. We are going to make 
sure that this progress continues. For medical needs in 
particular, my budgets for fiscal years 1976 and 1977 have 
provided more funding, more personnel, and better 
facilities to give eligible veterans the highest quality, fastest 
service possible. 

I have requested funds to construct two new VA hospi- 
tals and the funds to design six more, which will be built 
as readily as possible. 

The administration is committed to doing right by the 
American veterans, They served their country well in 
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time of war. It is only right we serve them well in times of 
peace. 

The administration is also committed to continuing the 
fight against inflation. The threat it poses to Americans 
living on fixed pensions and benefits, such as veterans and 
the elderly, cannot be tolerated. While adjusting social 
security and veterans benefits for the cost of living, we 
will continue to do everything we can to remove the 
underlying causes of inflation. In the long run, that is the 
only way to ensure the economic security of all Americans. 

Now it is my pleasure to sign H.R. 14298 and to com- 
mend the Members of Congress, particularly the two 
veterans committees, and all Members, for enacting this 
legislation which, as I said, is a way of our expressing to all 
of them, the veterans of America, the great respect and 
admiration that we have for all of them. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:21 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 
As enacted, H.R. 14298 is Public Law 94-432, approved Septem- 


ber 30, 1976, and H.R. 14299 is Public Law 94433, approved 
September 30, 1976. 


Veterans Benefits Legislation 


Statement by the President on Signing Into Law 
H.R. 14298, the Veterans and Survivors Pension 
Adjustment Act of 1976, and H.R. 14299, the Veterans 
Disability Compensation and Survivor Benefits Act of 
1976. September 30, 1976 


I am pleased to sign into law H.R. $4298 and H.R. 
14299, bills which will provide cost-of-living increases in 
pension and compensation payments for approximately 
5 million veterans and their survivors. These increases will 
become effective this Friday, October 1, 1976. 

Last December 1975, I signed a bill that provided a 
temporary cost-of-living increase in veterans pensions for 
the first 9 months of this year. One of the bills I am sign- 
ing today, H.R. 14298, would make that increase per- 
manent and thus prevent more than 244 million veterans 
and their families from having their pension payments 
reduced next week. This bill, in addition, will provide a 
7% cost-of-living increase in pension benefits beginning 
January 1, 1977. 

The second bill I am signing, H.R. 14299, will raise 
compensation benefits for service-disabled veterans and 
their survivors by 8% on October 1, 1976, and will 
increase a number of other special benefit payments based 
on service-connected disability. 

Federal benefit payments to veterans and their survivors 
have been regularly adjusted over the years to reflect 
changing economic conditions. The enactment of these 
bills into law provides continuing recognition of our com- 
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mitment to assure that the benefits to which veterans and 
their families are entitled keep pace with the cost of living. 


Our Nation’s veterans served well when their country 
called, and we have a duty in return to provide adequately 
for their disability and retirement needs. I believe these 
bills are positive steps toward meeting those needs of the 
men and women who have served in our Armed Forces. 

I am pleased to sign both bills into law. 

NoTE: As enacted, H.R. 14298 is Public Law 94-432, approved 


September 30, 1976, and H.R. 14299 is Public Law 94-433, ap- 
proved September 30, 1976. 


Military Construction 
Authorization Bill 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 14846 Into 
Law. September 30, 1976 


I am today signing H.R. 14846, the Military Con- 
struction Authorization Act for fiscal year 1977. H.R. 
14846 provides a comprehensive construction program 
for fiscal year 1977 keyed to recognize military 
requirements. 

Three months ago, I vetoed its predecessor, H.R. 
12384, because it contained highly objectionable pro- 
visions that would have delayed for at least a year almost 
any action to close or realign a major military installa- 
tion. Such unnecessary delay would have wasted defense 
dollars which are needed to strengthen our military capa- 
bilities and would also have -substantially limited my 
powers as Commander in Chief over our military instal- 
lations. This was obviously unacceptable and Congress 
sustained my veto. 


The bill which I am signing today represents a substan- 
tial compromise on behalf of the Congress and refreshes 
my faith in the system of checks and balances established 
by our Constitution. The requirement of a year’s delay, 
which I vetoed, has been replaced in H.R. 14846 by a 
60-day waiting period. While I believe that current pro- 
cedures provide adequate time for the Congress and other 
interested parties to review base realignment actions, the 
60-day waiting period represents a compromise which I 
accept. 

Since the 60-day delay is imposed after the completion of 
required studies and the announcement of the official 
realignment decision, further delay would waste essential 
defense resources. Thus, I am directing the Secretary of 
Defense to implement realignment plans at the conclu- 
sion of this 60-day period. 

Finally, my concern for the economic difficulties faced 
by individuals and communities affected by defense re- 


alignments is well known. On July 12 of this year, I di- 
rected the heads of 20 Federal Departments and Agencies 
to strengthen their efforts to deal with all aspects of the 
problem. It should be noted that concerned Departments 
and Agencies have worked effectively with 136 commu- 
nities in 40 States over the past 6 years, and have achieved 
notable results. 

I am equally committed, however, to the principle 
that our economic adjustment efforts in communities 
affected by realignments must remain separate from na- 
tional defense decisions to realign military installations, 
This legislation does not make base realignment decisions 
contingent upon the economic impact such decisions 
may have upon communities where affected bases are 
located. In this regard, the Senate Committee report on 
this bill states: 

“*.. . the decision to close or reduce a military installa- 
tion must be based on military necessity with due regard 
for environmental impact. Military bases cannot be main- 
tained to support other than national defense require- 
ments.” 

In summary, H.R. 14846 provides a satisfactory and 
much needed military construction program for fiscal 
year 1977. I am confident that the bill will enable us 
to meet our essential military requirements in a respon- 
sible and cost-effective manner. 


note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 14846) is Public Law 94-431, 
approved September 30, 1976. 


General Revenue Sharing 


Statement by the President on Congressional Action To 
Extend the Program. September 30, 1976 


I am most pleased that Congress has today passed the 
extension of the general revenue sharing program. 

General revenue sharing has proven to be a triumph of 
the conviction that State, county, city, and local govern- 
ment can be far more responsive and flexible in serving 
citizens than distant bureaucracies and special interest 
programs. 


Revenue sharing has only one special interest: the re- 
turn of tax dollars to local authorities so they can best 
determine how to solve community problems with com- 
munity solutions. 

Without the passage of this program, county executives 
would have been faced with cutting essential services or 
raising property taxes; States, which use the majority of 
their funds for education, would have been confronted 
with the possibility of severe reductions in school aid; and 
cities would have had their already tight fiscal condition 
further burdened. 
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I proposed the extension of general revenue sharing on 
April 25, 1975, and have worked closely and continuously 
since then with State and local officials to secure passage 
of this legislation. While the bill passed by Congress today 
js not all that I and the mayors, county executives, and 
Governors had hoped for, it does assure continued growth 
of this vital program. 

Today’s action is a most significant accomplishment, 
and all who participated in bringing about this victory 
are to be congratulated. 


Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust 
Improvements Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 8532 Into 
Law. September 30, 1976 


After careful reflection, I am signing into law today 
H.R. 8532, the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improve- 
ments Act of 1976. This bill contains three titles, two of 
which my administration has supported and one—the 
“parens patriae” titlke—which I believe is of dubious merit. 


Competition and antitrust policies 


I am proud of my administration’s record of commit- 
ment to antitrust enforcement. Antitrust laws provide an 
important means of achieving fair competition. Our 
Nation has become the economic ideal of the free world 
because of the vigorous competition permitted by the free 
enterprise system. Competition rewards the efficient and 
innovative business and penalizes the inefficient. 

Consumers benefit in a freely competitive market by 
having the opportunity to choose from a wide range of 
products. Through their decisions in the marketplace, 
consumers indicate their preferences to businessmen, who 
translate those preferences into the best products at the 
lowest prices. 

The Federal Government must play two important 
roles in protecting and advancing the cause of free 
competition. 

First, the policy of my administration has been to 
vigorously enforce our antitrust laws through the Antitrust 
Division of the Department of Justice and the Federal 
Trade Commission. During an inflationary period, this 
has been particularly important in deterring price-fixing 
agreements that would result in higher costs to consumers. 

Second, my administration has been the first one in 40 
years to recognize an additional way the Federal Govern- 
ment vitally affects the environment for business competi- 
tion. Not only must the Federal Government seek to 
restrain private anti-competitive conduct, but our Gov- 
ernment must also see to it that its own actions do not 
impede free and open competition. All too often in the 


past, the Government has itself been a major source of 
unnecessary restraints on competition. 

I believe that far too many important managerial de- 
cisions are made today not by the marketplace responding 
to the forces of supply and demand, but by the bureaucrat. 
Government regulation is not an effective substitute for 
vigorous competition in the American marketplace. 

In some instances, government regulation may well 
protect and advance the public interest. But many exist- 
ing regulatory controls were imposed during uniquely 
transitory economic conditions. We must repeal or modify 
those controls that suppress rather than support fair and 
healthy competition. 

During my administration, important progress has been 
made both in strengthening antitrust enforcement and in 
reforming government economic regulation. 

In the last 2 years, we have strengthened the Federal 
antitrust enforcement agencies. The resources for the 
Antitrust Division and the Federal Trade Commission’s 
Bureau of Competition have been increased by over 50 
percent since fiscal year 1975. For the Antitrust Division, 
this has been the first real manpower increase since 1950. 
I am committed to providing these agencies with the nec- 
essary resources to do their important job- 

This intensified effort is producing results. The Anti- 
trust Division’s crackdown on price-fixing resulted in in- 
dictment of 183 individuals during this period, a figure 
equalled only once in the 86 years since enactment of the 
Sherman Act. The fact that the Division presently has 
pending more grand jury investigations than at any other 
time in history, shows these efforts are being maintained. 

To preserve competition, the Antitrust Division is de- 
voting substantial resources to investigating anticompeti- 
tive mergers and acquisitions. At the same time, the Di- 
vision is litigating large and complex cases in two of our 
most important industries—data-processing and telecom- 
munications. 

The cause of vigorous antitrust enforcement was aided 
substantially when I signed the Antitrust Procedures and 
Penalties Act of 1974, making violation of the Sherman 
Act a felony punishable by imprisonment of up to 3 years 
for individuals, and by a corporate fine of up to $1 million. 

Also, in December 1975, I signed legislation repealing 
fair trade enabling legislation. This action alone, accord- 
ing to various estimates, will save consumers $2 billion 
annually. 

On the second front of reducing regulatory actions 
that inhibit competition, I have signed the Securities Act 
Amendments of 1975 and the Railroad Revitalization and 
Regulatory Reform Act, which will inject strong doses of 
competition into industries that long rested comfortably 
in the shade of Federal economic regulation. 

My administration has also sponsored important leg- 
islative initiatives to reduce the regulation of other modes 
of transportation and of financial institutions. An impor- 
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tant element of my regulatory reform proposals has been 
to narrow antitrust immunities which are not truly jus- 
tified. Although Congress has not yet acted on these pro- 
posals, I am hopeful that it will act soon. All industries 
and groups should be subject to the interplay of compe- 
titive forces to the maximum extent feasible- 

A measure of my commitment to competition is the 
Agenda for Government Reform Act which I proposed in 
May of this year. This proposal would require a compre- 
hensive, disciplined look at ways of restoring competition 
in the economy. It would involve in-depth consideration 
of the full range of Federal regulatory activities in a rea- 
sonable—but rapid—manner that would allow for an 
orderly transition to a more competitive environment. 

This competition policy of regulatory reform and vig- 
orous antitrust enforcement will protect both businessmen 
and consumers and result in an American economy which 
is stronger, more efficient, and more innovative. 


Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976 


I believe the record of this administration stands as a 
measure of its commitment to competition. While I con- 
tinue to have serious reservations about the “parens pat- 
riae” title of this bill, on balance, the action I am taking 
today should further strengthen competition and antitrust 
enforcement. 

This bill contains three titles. The first title will sig- 
nificantly expand the civil investigatory powers of the 
Antitrust Division. This will enable the Department of 
Justice not only to bring additional antitrust cases that 
would otherwise have escaped prosecution, but it will also 
better assure that unmeritorious suits will not be filed. 
These amendments to the Antitrust Civil Process Act were 
proposed by my administration 2 years ago, and I am 
pleased to see that the Congress has finally passed them. 

The second title of this bill will require parties to large 
Ir.zrgers to give the Antitrust Division and the Federal 
Trade Commission advance notice of the proposed 
mergers. This will allow these agencies to conduct careful 
investigations prior to consummation of mergers and, if 
necessary, bring suit before often irreversible steps have 
been taken toward consolidation of operations. Again, this 
proposal was supported by my administration, and I am 
pleased to see it enacted into law. 

I believe these two titles will contribute substantially 
to the competitive health of our free enterprise system. 

This legislation also includes a third title which would 
permit State attorneys general to bring antitrust suits 
on behalf of the citizens of their States to recover treble 
damages. I have previously expressed serious reservations 
regarding this “parens patriae” approach to antitrust 
enforcement. 


As I have said before, the States have authority to 
amend their own antitrust laws to authorize such suits in 
State courts. If a State legislature, representing the citi- 
zens of the State, believes that such a concept is sound 
policy, it ought to allow it. I questioned whether the Con- 
gress should bypass the State legislatures in this instance. 
To meet in part my objection, Congress wisely incorpo- 
rated a proviso which permits a State to prevent the 
applicability of this title. 

In price-fixing cases, this title provides that damages 
can be proved in the aggregate by using statistical sam- 
pling or other measures without the necessity of proving 
the individual claim of, or the amount of damage to, each 
person on whose behalf the case was brought. During the 
hearings on this bill, a variety of questions were raised as 
to the soundness of this novel and untested concept. Many 
of the concerns continue to trouble me. 

I have also questioned the provision that would allow 
States to retain private attorneys on a contingent-fee basis. 
While Congress adopted some limitations which restrict 
the scope of this provision, the potential for abuse and 
harassment inherent in this provision still exists. 

In partial response to my concerns, Congress has nar- 
rowed this title in order to limit the possibility of sig- 
nificant abuses. In its present form, this title, if respon- 
sibly enforced, can contribute to deterring price-fixing 
violations, thereby protecting consumers. I will carefully 
review the implementation of the powers provided by 
this title to assure that they are not abused. 

Individual initiative and market competition must re- 
main the keystones to our American economy. I am today 
signing this antitrust legislation with the expectation that 
it will contribute to our competitive economy. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 8532) is Public Law 94435, 
approved September 30, 1976. 


Basic Allowances for Quarters for 
Members of the Uniformed Services 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate. Dated September 30, 
1976. Released October 1, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

In accord with 37 U.S.C. 1009(c), I am hereby advis- 
ing the Congress that I plan to exercise the discretionary 
authority provided by 37 U.S.C. 1009(c), as added by 
section 303 of the Department of Defense Appropriation 
Authorization Act, 1977 (Public Law 94-361), with 
respect to adjustments in the levels of compensation for 
the members of the uniform services. 


Volume 12—Number 40 











to 
3 in 
iti- 
ind 
on- 
ce, 


the 


m- 
ng 
ch 
he 


ny 


” ~2°”~—™~UC Ia -C Cc eee elt 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 1425 


The amendments to 37 U.S.C. 1009 made by that act 
provide discretionary authority to apply the adjustments 
(based on the overall average percentage increase in 
General Schedule rates of basic pay, in accord with 37 
U.S.C. 1009(a)) to the basic pay, quarters allowances 
and subsistence allowances of the uniformed services on 
a percentage basis other than an equal percentage basis. 
Those amendments also provide discretionary authority 
to pay a partial quarters allowance to bachelors in gov- 
ernment quarters, on field duty and on sea duty. 

The current levels of the military allowances for quar- 
ters and for subsistence bear little relationship to the 
costs of the services they are intended to procure. Fur- 
ther, the present system in which entitlement to these 
allowance is completely eliminated when the these services 
are provided in kind fails to recognize the value of mili- 
tary housing, of food provided in military messes, or of 
shelter provided to those at sea and in the field. The Con- 
gress has, for the present, reserved its acceptance of my 
budget proposal to initiate a “fair market” rental con- 
cept for military housing. This concept was the basis 
for my request for discretionary authority to allocate 
a portion of military basic pay increases to the allow- 
ances, and to pay to bachelors in government quarters, 
or on sea duty or field duty, a portion of the quarters 
allowance. 

Considering these aspects of the deficiencies in the 
current level of these allowances, and consistent with the 
FY 1977 budget, it is my considered judgment that a 
reallocation of the October 1, 1976 military basic pay 
increase is appropriate. Accordingly, I plan to reallocate 
25 percent of that increase, by grade, all to the basic allow- 
ance for quarters, and to pay a partial payment of the 
quarters allowance, equal to this reallocation, to bache- 
lors in government quarters, and to those on sea duty 
or on field duty. This action takes a positive step toward 
improving the current relationship of the quarters allow- 
ance to the costs of off-post housing and government 
quarters on post. 

Specifically, the amount allocated to the element of 
monthly basic pay for each grade shall be 75 percent of 
the amount that would have been allocated to that ele- 
ment under 37 U.S.C. 1009(b)(3); the elements of 
monthly basic allowance for subsistence and monthly basic 
allowance for quarters for each grade shall be increased by 
an amount which is of the same percentage as the overall 
average percentage increase in the General Schedule 
rates, except that the element of monthly basic allowance 
for quarters shall be increased by an additional amount 
by grade equal to 25 percent of the amount that would 
have been allocated to the element of monthly basic pay 
under 37 U.S.C. 1009(b) (3). Members without depend- 
ents, who, under 37 U.S.C. 403 (b) or (c), are not en- 
titled to receive a basic allowance for quarters, shall be 


paid a partial monthly basic allowance for quarters in an 
amount equal to the additional amount allocated by grade 
to the element of monthly basic allowance for quarters 
under 37 U.S.C. 1009(c). 
Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 


NoTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to 
the Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 


Basic Allowances for Quarters for 
Members of the Uniformed Services 


Executive Order 11939. Dated September 30, 1976. 
Released October 1, 1976 


Basic ALLOWANCES FOR QUARTERS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Sections 
1009 (c) and (d) of Title 37 of the United States Code, 
as added by Section 303 of the Department of Defense 
Appropriation Authorization Act, 1977, Public Law 94— 
361, July 14, 1976, and as President of the United States 
of America and Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SecTION 1. Section 403 of Part IV of Executive Order 
No. 11157 of June 24, 1964, as amended, is further 
amended by: 

(a) inserting “(a)” after “Sec. 403.”, 

(b) redesignating clauses (a), (b), and (c) as (1), (2) 
and (3) respectively, and redesignating clauses (i) and 
(ii) as (A) and (B), respectively, and 

(c) adding the following new subsection (b) : 

“‘(b) Whenever the President exercises his authority 
under Section 1009(c) of Title 37 of the United States 
Code, to allocate up to 25 percent of certain increases in 
basic pay to basic allowances for quarters, a member with- 
out dependents who, under Section 403 (b) or (c) of that 
title, is not entitled to a basic allowance for quarters shall 
become entitled to a portion of such basic allowance for 
quarters. The amount of such partial basic allowance for 
quarters shall equal the amount of any increases in basic 
pay which are allocated by the President to the basic 
allowance for quarters.”’. 

Sec. 2. This Order shall become effective on October 1, 
1976. 


GeraAtp R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 30, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:41 a.m., 
October 1, 1976] 
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Council on Environmental Quality 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Council’s Seventh Annual Report. October 1, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress the Seventh 
Annual Report of the Council on Environmental 
Quality. 

Two hundred years ago, the United States of America 
was comprised of only 2.5 million people. Our country 
seemed an infinite expanse of natural resources. 

Today, the United States of America encompasses 
over 34 million square miles, and numbers 215 million 
people. Although we remain one of the most fortunate 
nations on earth, our natural endowment is deteriorating. 

The growth of our population and the expansion of 
American technology demonstrates that there are limi- 
tations to our natural riches. The industrial concept 
of man as master of an inexhaustible world for his con- 
venience is giving way to an ecological concept of man 
as caretaker of limited resources that must be protected. 

Since the adoption of the National Environmental 
Policy Act, Americans have made measurable progress 
in safeguarding, nurturing, and redeeming our natural 
heritage. Many other countries have joined in recog- 
nizing that misuse and irresponsih'> exploitation of the 
globe threaten the well-being of humanity. Yet, prog- 
ress has been neither even nor universal. 

A higher consciousness—even spiritual awareness— 
must evolve if humanity is to live in harmony with na- 
ture. We are grateful that the process of awakening 
has started. 

In this first year of our third century, I am optimistic 
that growing American recognition of the respect and 
reverence that we must accord to earth, water and air 
will light the way to a new era. We must and will pass 
on to future Americans the magnificent legacy of nature 
as well as our cherished heritage of political freedom. 


GerRALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 1, 1976. 
NOTE: The message is printed in the report entitled “Environ- 
mental Quality, the Seventh Annual Report of the Council on 


Environmental Quality—September 1976” (Government Printing 
Office, 378 pp.). 


National Library of Medicine 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Six Members 
of the Board of Regents. October 1, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate six persons to be members of the Board of Regents 
of the National Library of Medicine. They are: 


For terms expiring on August 3, 1980: 

Ciara M. Amprus, of Buffalo, N.Y., principal cancer research 
scientist, Roswell Park Memorial Institute; associate research 
professor of pediatrics, State University of New York, Buffalo, 
N.Y. She succeeds Ethel Weinberg, whose term has expired. 


Joun A. Hitt, of Norfolk, Conn., chairman of the board, Hospital 
Corporation of America, Nashville, Tenn. He succeeds Wil- 
liam Hubbard, Jr., whose term has expired. 

For terms expiring on August 3, 1979: 

Neva Martin ABELSON, of the District of Columbia, adjunct pro- 
fessor of pathology, University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine. She succeeds Susan Crawford, whose term has 
expired. 

Cuaries Hucoins, of Chicago, Ill., professor of surgery at the 
University of Chicago. He succeeds Bernice Hetzner, whose 
term has expired. 

For terms expiring on August 3, 1978: 

Juuio E. Ficugroa, of New Orleans, La., director, chronic dialysis 
and renal transplant program, Ochsner Clinic, New Orleans, 
La. He succeeds John McGovern, whose term has expired. 

Francis X. SCANNELL, of Lansing, Mich., State Librarian of 
Michigan. He succeeds J. Stanley Marshall, whose term has 
expired. 

The National Library of Medicine serves as the Na- 
tion’s chief medical information source. The NLM is 
authorized to provide medical library services and on-line 


bibliographic searching capabilities. 


Regulation of Exports 


Executive Order 11940. Dated September 30, 1976. 
Released October 1, 1976 


CONTINUING THE REGULATION OF EXPORTS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the, Constitu- 
tion and statutes of the United States of America, includ- 
ing section 5(b) of the act of October 6, 1917, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 95a, 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) ), and as President 
of the United States of America, and in view of the con- 
tinued existence of the national emergencies declared by 
Presidential Proclamation No. 2914 of December 16, 
1950, and Presidential Proclamation No. 4074 of Au- 
gust 15, 1971, and the importance of continuing (a) to 
exercise the necessary vigilance over exports from the 
standpoint of their significance to the national security of 
the United States; (b) to further significantly the foreign 
policy of the United States and to fulfill its international 
responsibilities; and (c) to protect the domestic economy 
from the excessive drain of scarce materials and reduce the 
serious inflationary impact of foreign demand, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section |. Notwithstanding the expiration of the Ex- 
port Administration Act of 1969, as amended (50 U.S.C. 
App. 2401-2413), the provisions for administration of 
that act contained in Executive Order No. 11533 of 
June 4, 1970, as continued in effect by Executive Orders 
Nos. 11683 of August 29, 1972, 11798 of August 14, 
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1974, and 11818 of November 5, 1974, and as amended 
by Executive Order No. 11907 of March 1, 1976, shall 
continue in full force and effect and shall authorize the 
exercise and administration of export controls, under the 
authority vested in me as President of the United States 
of America by section 5(b) of the act of October 6, 1917, 
as amended (12 U.S.C. 95a, 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b) ). 

Sec. 2. Except to the extent another basis is provided 
in the second sentence of section 4 of this order, all rules 
and regulations issued by the Secretary of Commerce 
under the authority of the Export Administration Act of 
1969, as amended, including those published in Title 15, 
Chapter III, Subchapter B, of the Code of Federal Regu- 
lations, Parts 368 to 399 inclusive, and all orders, rezula- 
tions, licenses and other forms of administrative action 
issued or taken pursuant thereto, shall until amended or 
revoked by the Secretary of Commerce, remain in full 
force and effect, the same as if issued or taken pursuant 
to this Order, except that the maximum fine which may 
be imposed under section 387.1(a)(1) of Title 15, Code 
of Federal Regulations, shall not exceed $10,000 and that 
the civil penalty provided for under section 387.1 (b) (3) 
thereof will not be applicable to any violation of the regu- 
lations under this Order. 

Sec. 3. Provisions for the administration of Section 
38(e) of the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 
2778(e) ) may be made and shall continue in full force 
and effect until amended or revoked under the authority 
of section 5(b) of the act of October 6, 1917, as amended 
(12 U.S.C. 95a, 50 U.S.C. App. 5(b)), and this Order 
shall constitute authority for the issuance and continua- 
tion in full force and effect of rules and regulations by the 
the President or his delegate, and all orders, licenses, and 
other forms of administrative action issued or taken pur- 
suant thereto, relating to the administration of section 
38(e) of the Arms Export Control Act. 

Sec. 4. The delegations of authority in this order shall 
not affect the authority of any agency or official pursu- 
ant to any other delegation of Presidential authority, 
presently in effect or hereafter made, under section 5(b) 
of the act of October 6, 1917, as amended. Those reg- 
ulations issued under the Export Control Act of 1949, 
as amended, to implement foreign policy set forth in 
Executive Orders Nos. 11322 of January 5, 1967 and 
11419 of July 29, 1968, shall until amended or revoked 
by the Secretary of Commerce continue to apply as reg- 
ulations issued under such orders. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
September 30, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:45 a.m., 
October 1, 1976] 


National Science Board 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Board’s Eighth Annual Report. Octwber 1, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to submit to the Congress the eighth 
annual report of the National Science Board, Science 
at the Bicentennial—A Report from the Research 
Community. 

This report reviews the history of research in the 
United States and summarizes the results of a survey 
conducted by the Board in 1975 which sought the opin- 
ions of research managers on the problems facing basic re- 
search in universities, industry, Federal laboratories and 
nonprofit institutes. 

The report reflects the pride of the research community 
in the tremendous accomplishments resulting from the 
scientific research effort in the United States, particularly 
since World War II. The report shows concern about 
a number of problems facing research institutions in 
1975. It also shows the expectations for many more 
contributions in the future from science—contributions 
which will be important to the strength and well-being 
of our Nation. 

The thoughtful statements expressed in this report 
will receive the attention of my new Office of Science 
and Technology Policy and the new President’s Com- 
mittee on Science and Technology, which will soon be- 
gin its two-year examination of the overall context of 
the Federal science, engineering and technology effort. 

The strength and prosperity of the United States which 
is so respected throughout the world is due in large 
measure to the contributions of scientific research. I be- 
lieve this force must be maintained and I have sought 
significant increases in Federal funding for basic re- 
search in my 1977 Budget, in fact, an increase of 11 per- 
cent over 1976 estimates. This increased funding would 
reverse the decline in the levels of Federal support for 
basic research that began in 1967. 

The views set forth in this report will enhance our 
ability to make informed decisions about the Nation’s 
support of science. I commend it to the attention of the 
Congress. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
October 1, 1976. 


NoTE: The report is entitled “Science at the Bicentennial—A Re- 
port from the Research Community” (Government Printing Office, 


154 pp.). 
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Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 522 Into Law. 
October 1, 1976 


I am signing S. 522, the Indian Health Care Improve- 
ment Act. 

This bill is not without its faults, but after personal 
review I have decided that the well-documented needs 
for improvement in Indian health manpower, services, 
and facilities outweigh the defects in the bill. 

While spending for Indian Health Service activities 
has grown from $128 million in FY 1970 to $425 million 
in FY 1977, Indian people still lag behind the American 
people as a whole in achieving and maintaining good 
health. I am signing this bill because of my own con- 
viction that our first Americans should not be last in 
opportunity. 

Some of the authorizations in this bill are duplica- 
tive of existing authorities, and there is an unfortunate 
proliferation of narrow categorical programs. Neverthe- 
less, S. 522 is a statement of direction of effort which 
is commendable. 

Title VII of this bill provides for future reports to the 
Congress from the Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, including a review of progress under the terms 
of the new act. I believe the administration can in this 
way bring to the attention of the Congress any changes 
needed to improve the provisions of S. 522. 

On balance, this bill is a positive step, and I am 
pleased to sign it. 


NOTE: As enacted, the Indian Health Care Improvement Act is 
Public Law 94-437. 


Legislative Branch Appropriation 
Act, 1977 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 14238 Into 
Law. October 1, 1976 


I am signing H.R. 14238, Appropriations for the Leg- 
islative Branch for Fiscal Year 1977, with reluctance. 

Last year, the Congress enacted Public Law 94-82 
which, after more than 6 years, allowed annual pay ad- 
justments for all Federal employees. Before that time, 
pay raises for officials at the top levels of the Federal 
Government had been frozen. As annual comparability 
increases came due each October, more and more Federal 
employees bumped up against the fixed ceiling, prevent- 
ing them from receiving the annual comparability 
increase. Soon, many employees in the upper Civil Serv- 
ice grades were receiving exactly the same salary as 
policy-making officials. 


Under these conditions, it became increasingly diffi- 
cult to recruit top-flight people into the Federal Govern- 
ment, and it became even more difficult to retain those 
who were already there. With salaries significantly higher 
in the private sector, mahy dedicated individuals are 
deterred from entering or remaining in the public sery- 
ice. Chief Justice Burger has spoken often—forthrightly 
and eloquently—on the identical problems which plague 
the Federal judiciary. 

While last year’s law did not solve these problems by 
any means, it did give some small relief to Federal off- 
cials who had not had a pay raise since 1968, despite 
large increases in the cost of living. In the bill I am signing 
today, Congress has not only withdrawn the small step 
they took last year to help alleviate the problems of Federal 
pay, but they have created additional chaos. 

If the Congress had frozen only the pay of its Members 
in this bill, I would sign without hesitation. Instead, in 
this election year, the Congress chose not only to stop its 
own pay raises but those of the judiciary and top-level 
executive branch employees as well. 

Further, the Congress has created havoc in the pay 
levels throughout the Federal Government. The Con- 
gress wrote language in this bill which enables employees 
in Civil Service grades 16, 17, and 18, and some at grade 
15, to be paid higher salaries than the Commissioner of 
Education, the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Administrator of the 
Farmers Home Administration, the Director of the Na- 
tional Park Service, and the Archivist of the United States. 
Many other officials will receive lower salaries than their 
subordinates. 

The Congress has made a bad situation worse. 

I seriously considered returning this bill to the Congress 
without my approval. However, I am signing this bill 
because the Congress will have an opportunity to remedy 
the situation early next year, when I present my recom- 
mendations after reviewing the proposals of the Quadren- 
nial Commission on Executive, Legislative, and Judiciary 
Salaries. 

I am also signing this bill because the Congress did take 
action on an administration initiative of some impor- 
tance—the elimination of the so-called 1% kicker from 
increases provided Federal annuitants. The 1% kicker 
was originally intended to compensate for the delay in 
providing cost-of-living adjustments. However, as a result 
of compounding, there has been overcompensation. Since 
the 1% add-on was adopted, the cost of living has in- 
creased 58%, while the 1% kicker adjustments have to- 
talled 71%. Although the new cost-of-living adjustment 
system which this legislation establishes does not conform 
entirely to my recommendations, it nevertheless should 
maintain an appropriate balance between protecting Fed- 
eral annuitants from inflation, while preserving the fiscal 
soundness of Federal retirement programs. 
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In signing this bill I express not only my chagrin but 
also my deep regret that so many dedicated men and 
women of the judiciary and the executive branch will have 
their pay frozen by the actions of this Congress. We must 
all hope and expect that the next Congress will act more 
responsibly. 
note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 14238) is Public Law 94-440, 
approved October 1, 1976. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


September 25 


Early Saturday morning, the President left for a trip 
to Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. Sat- 
urday evening, the President attended part of the foot- 
ball game between Tulane University and Boston Col- 
lege at the New Orleans Superdome. 


September 27 


The President returned from his trip to the South 
early Monday evening. 


September 28 


The President met at the White House with the bi- 
partisan congressional leadership to inform the leader- 
ship of the situation in southern Africa. Secretary of State 
Henry A. Kissinger participated in the meeting and 
briefed the leadership on the results of his consultations 
with southern African leaders. 

The President held a Cabinet meeting at which Secre- 
tary Kissinger again reported on the results of his con- 
sultations with southern African leaders. 

The President met with Hans-Dietrich Genscher, Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, to discuss bilateral and international affairs. 


September 29 


Arnaldo Forlani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Italy, 
met with the President at the White House to discuss 
matters of mutual interest. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
three members of the President’s Committee on the 
National Medal of Science. They are: 

ANTON Lana, of East Lansing, Mich., professor of botany and plant 
pathology, Michigan State University ; 
Peter D. Lax, of New York, N.Y., professor of mathematics and 


director of the Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences, 
New York University ; and 
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Creves WALLING, of Salt Lake City, Utah, distinguished professor 
of chemistry, University of Utah. 

Prime Minister James Callaghan of the United King- 
dom telephoned the President to discuss the situation 
concerning the fluctuation in the value of the British 
pound. 

September 30 

The President has accepted the resignation of Wil- 
liam H. Robinson as Federal Representative and Chair- 
man of the Sabine River Compact Administration, 
effective upon the appointment cf his successor. 

The President has acknowledged the retirement of 
Ben C. Duniway as United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

The President met with a group of religious broad- 
casters in the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

A group of Republican political leaders met with the 
President to discuss the campaign and to offer their ideas 
and assistance. 


October 1 


Foreign Minister Louis de Guiringaud of France met 
with the President at the White House. They discussed 
bilateral and international issues of mutual interest. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
Gerald N. Wogan, of Bedford, Mass., to be a member of 
the National Cancer Advisory Board for the remainder of 
the term expiring March 9, 1978. 

The President has accepted the resignation of David O. 
Meeker, Jr., as Assistant Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development for Community Planning and Development. 


The President met with Republican Vice-Presidential 
candidate Senator Robert Dole to discuss the Presidential 
campaign. 

The President today designated Anthony D. Marshall, 
American Ambassador to Kenya, as his Personal Repre- 
sentative, with the rank of Special Ambassador, to attend 
the ceremonies incident to the 10th anniversary of the 
independence of Lesotho. The ceremonies will be held 
from October 4 through October 6, 1976. 

The President has accepted the following resignations: 
Rosert A. Gotpwin, as Special Consultant to the President, 

effective October 30, 1976; 

ARTHUR Z. GARDINER, JR., as Assistant Administrator of the Agency 
for International Development for the Asia Bureau, effective 
October 1, 1976; and 

Joun W. Warner, as Administrator of the American Revolu- 
tion Bicentennial Administration, effective September 30, 1976. 

The President today amended his September 21, 1976, 
declaration of a major disaster for California to include 
damage caused by severe storms and flooding beginning 
about September 23, 1976. This action was taken so that 
Federal disaster assistance may be provided in those areas 
of the State of California which sustained damage re- 
sulting from the September 23 flooding. 

The President met with Foreign Minister of the So- 
viet Union, A. A. Gromyko. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed 
Services, nominations to the Service 
Academies, or nominations of Foreign Service 
officers. 


Submitted September 27, 1976 


LOWELL Bruce LAINGEN, of Minnesota, a For- 
eign Service officer of Class one, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Malta. 


Rosert P. SmiruH, of Virginia, a Foreign Serv- 

ice officer of Class one, to be Ambassador 

and Plenipotentiary of the 

United States of America to the Republic 
of Ghana. 


Submitted September 28, 1976 


G. McMurtTer Gopiey, of New York, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America 
to Ethiopia. 

Davm M. peW1rpE, of the District of Columbia, 
to be President, Government National 
Mortgage Association (new position). 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science for terms expir- 

: ing July 19, 1981: 

RosBEeret W. Burns, Jr., of Colorado, vice 
Andrew A. Aines, term expired. 

Goria SEPULVEDA-VazQueEz, of Michigan, 
vice Catherine D. Scott, term expired. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the National Council on Educational 
Research for terms expiring June 11, 1979: 

JOHN E. CorBa.ty, of Illinois (reappoint- 
ment). 

JEWEL LAFONTANT, of Illinois, vice Ed- 
ward E. Booher, term expired. 

D. TENNANT Bryan, of Virginia, to be a mem- 
ber of the United States Advisory Commis- 
sion on Information for a term expiring 
January 27, 1979, vice J. Leonard Reinsch, 
term expired. 


Submitted September 29, 1976 


JaMEs M. WILSON, JR., of Maryland, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class one, to be Coordina- 
tor for Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Affairs. 

DonaLp R. Norianp, of Iowa, a Foreign Serv- 
ice officer of Class one, to be Ambassador 

and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Kingdom 
of Lesotho. 

DonaLp R. NorLanp, of Iowa, a Foreign Serv- 
ice officer of Class one, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Kingdom 
of Swaziland. 

HERSCHEL ScHACTER, of New York, to be a 
member of the Commission on Civil Rights, 
vice Robert S. Rankin, deceased. 

CHagLEs J. Faney, of New York, to be a mem- 
ber of the Federal Council on the Aging 
for a term expiring June 5, 1979, vice 
Charles J. Turrisi, term expired. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 

TO THE SENATE—Continued 

Submitted September 29, 1976—Continued 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Advisory Council on Women’s Edu- 
cational Programs for terms expiring 
May 8, 1979: 

MarRJoORIE BELL CHAMBERS, Of New Mexico, 
vice Holly Knox, term expired. 

Jon W. FULLER, of Michigan (reappoint- 
ment). 

MaARGUERITE C. SELDEN, of the District of 
Columbia, vice Margaret B. Harty, term 
expired. 

Acnes I. Cuan, of California, vice Irene 
E. Portillo, term expired. 

THERA C. JOHNSON, of Utah, vice Benja- 
min DeMott, term expired. 

ELIZABETH Z. Fryer, of Tennessee, vice 
Marsha Jean Darling, term expired. 


THEODORE R. NEWMAN, JR., of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals for 
the term of 15 years, vice Gerard D. Reilly, 
retired. 

Epwin C. Brown, Jr., of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the 
Superior Court of the District of Columbia 
for the term of 15 years, vice George W. 
Draper II, deceased. 


The following-named persons to the posi- 
tions indicated: 
Louis F. Po.Lk, of Ohio, to be Chairman 
of the United States Metric Board for 
a term of 6 years (new position). 


To be members of the United States Metric 
Board for the terms indicated (new 
positions) : 


For a term of 2 years: 


Haro_p M. AGNEw, of New Mexico 

Sypney D. ANpDREws, of Florida 

ANDREW H. KENOPENSKY, of New Jersey 
ADRIAN G. WEAvER, of Connecticut 
Vircinia H. Knaver, of Pennsylvania 


For a term of 4 years: 


VALERIE ANTOINE, of California 

Cart A. Beck, of Pennsylvania 

RALPH V. DuRHAM, Sr., of North Carolina 
W. E. HamitTon, of Illinois 

Harry E. Kinney, of New Mexico 


For a term of 6 years: 


FRANCIs R. Ducan, of Ohio 

Frank Hartman, of Michigan 

JaMEs D. McKevrirt, of Colorado 

Jerry J. McREaL, of Oregon 

Satenic S. St. Marre, of Connecticut 
KENYON Y. Taytor, of Illinois 


Submitted September 30, 1976 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the National 
Institute of Building Sciences for the 
terms indicated commencing on the date 
of incorporation (new positions) : 


For a term of 1 year: 
Jack C. Sanvers, of Oklahoma 


For a term of 2 years: 
ERNEST AMBLER, Of Maryland 


For a term of 3 years: 
CHARLES J. ORLEBEKE, Of Maryland 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted October 1, 1976 


The following-named persons to be members 
of the Board of Regents of the National 
Library of Medicine, Public Health Service, 
for the terms indicated: 


For a term expiring August 3, 1978 
Juutio E. Ficueroa, of Louisiana, vice 
John Phillip McGovern, term expired, 
FRANCIS X. SCANNELL, of Michigan, vice 
J. Stanley Marshall, term expired. 
For a term expiring August 3, 1979 
Neva MakTIN ABELSON, of the District of 
Columbia, vice Susan N. Crawford, 
term expired. 
CHARLEs Hucocrns, of Illinois, vice Bernice 
M. Hetzner, term expired. 

For a term expiring August 3, 1980 
Ciara M. Amsrus, of New York, 
Ethel Weinberg, term expired. 
Joun A. Hitz, of Connecticut, vice Wil- 

liam N. Hubbard, Jr., term expired. 


vice 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released September 27, 1976 

Advance text: remarks to the 83d annual 
conference of the International Associa- 
tion of Chiefs of Police, Miami Beach, Fia. 


Released September 28, 1976 

Fact sheet: on S. 327, the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund amendments (Public 
Law 94-424) 


Released September 29, 1976 

Fact sheet: on H.R. 366, the Public Safety 
Officers’ Benefits Act of 1976 (Public Law 
94-430) 


Released September 30, 1976 

Fact sheet: on H.R. 14298, the Veterans and 
Survivors Pension Adjustment Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-432) 

Fact sheet: on H.R. 14299, the Veterans Dis- 
ability Compensation and Survivor Bene- 
fits Act of 1976 (Public Law 94-433) 

Fact sheet: on H.R. 8532, the Hart-Scott- 
Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 
1976 (Public Law 94-435) 


Released October 1, 1976 

News conference: following his meeting with 
the President—by Senator Robert Dole, 
of Kansas 
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PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved September 28, 1976 


mm, $068...............--- Public Law 94-424 
An act to amend title 38, United States 
Code, in order to extend and improve the 
program of exchange of medical informa- 
tion between the Veterans’ Administration 
and the medical community, and for other 


jurposes. 

OE Public Law 94-425 
An act to provide for acquisition of lanes 
in connection with the international 
Tijuana River flood control project, and 
for other purposes. 

2) Public Law 94-426 
An act to approve in whole or in part, 
with amendments, certain rules relating to 
cases and proceedings under sections 2254 
and 2255 of title 28 of the United States 
Code. 

SS Public Law 94-422 
An act to amend the Land and Water Con- 
servation Fund Act of 1965, as amended, 
to establish the National Historic Preser- 


vation Fund, and for other purposes. 

ea Private Law 94-98 
An act to eliminate a restriction on use of 
certain lands patented to the city of 
Hobart, Kiowa County, Oklahoma. 


8. 2266......-.-..------- Public Law 94-428 
An act to amend the Act of June 9, 1906, 


to provide for a description of certain lands 
to be conveyed by the United States to 
the city of Albuquerque, New Mexico. 


An act to provide for the regulation of min- 
ing activity within, and to repeal the ap- 
plication of mining laws to, areas of the 
National Park System, and for other 
purposes. 

ca os iba tet ttn Public Law 94-423 
Reclamation Authorizations Act of 1976 


Approved September 29, 1976 


PE WOO iccaccsencccaee Public Law 94-430 
' Public Safety Officers’ Benefits Act of 1976. 


Approved September 30, 1976 

RB. O088................ Public Law 94-435 
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements 
Act of 1976. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved September 30, 1976—Continued 

TEE, SE cncctinctisainse Public Law 94-432 
Veterans and Survivors Pension Adjust- 
ment Act of 1976. 

Bh SER ddanneccmimene Public Law 94-433 
Veterans Disability Compensation and Sur- 
vivor Benefits Act of 1976. 

Tee Pa cnddncmonets Public Law 94-431 
An act to authorize certain construction at 
military installations, and for other pur- 


De Roitinnsisenscccssce Public Law 94-434 
An act to authorize the Secretary of Agri- 
culture to convey certain lands in the State 
of Idaho, and for other purposes. 

We, SEE scwccncuccsecsn Public Law 94-436 
An act to amend the Regional Rail Re- 
organization Act of 1973 to authorize 
additional appropriations for the United 
States Railway Association, and for other 


Td. TAR. 100G .cncccosckes Public Law 94-438 
An act making supplemental appropria- 
tions for the Department of Defense for 
the repair and replacement of facilities on 
Guam damaged or destroyed by Typhoon 
Pamela, and for other purposes. 

Gi tiektenwesnnseseannn Public Law 94~437 
Indian Health Care Improvement Act 


EDITOR’S NOTE: On September 30, 1976, 
@ bill became law without the President’s 
signature. H.R. 14232 was vetoed by the 
President in a message to the House of 
Representatives on September 29, 1976 (see 
page 1415 of this issue of the Weekly 
Compilation of Presidential Documents). 
The veto was overridden by the Senate and 
the House of Representatives on Septem- 
ber 30, 1976. The Legislative number, pub- 
lic law number, and title of the act are as 
follows: 

Bh DO ietnescuiinnmns Public Law 94-439 
Departments of Labor and Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare Appropriation Act, 1977. 


Approved October 1, 1976 


TE Giidonsdcancdenaious Public Law 94-442 
An act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to provide relief to the Santa Ynez 
River Water Conservation District due to 
delivery of water to the Santa Ynez Indian 
Reservation lands. 

po Public Law 94-443 
An act to amend section 2 of the Act en- 
titled “An Act to incorporate the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution”. 


1431 


ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved October 1, 1976—Continued 

ne Public Law 94-444 
Emergency Jobs Programs Extension Act of 


TE, Sea cnnveccenn Public Law 94-440 
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1977. 
TED BO etiinacmnnseannd Public Law 94-441 


Foreign Assistance and Related Programs 
Appropriations Act, 1977. 

CO eee Public Law 94-445 
An act to provide for emergency allotment 
lease and transfer of tobacco allotments or 
quotas for 1976 in certain disaster areas 
in South Carolina and Georgia. 

po 2S Public Law 94-446 
District of Columbia Appropriation Act, 
i977. 

pe ee Public Law 94-447 
Public Works Employment Appropriations 
Act. 

i FR ia teinetwenietmiain Private Law 94-99 
An act for the relief of Mrs. Kyong Chu 
Stout. 

Db GEO clndtadiinnasnsninibeaia Private Law 94-100 
An act for the relief of Beatrice Serrano- 
Toledo. 

Dy Faia snsictinnccanminn Private Law 94-101 
An act for the relief of Maria Lisa R. 
Manalo and Rogena R. Manalo. 

Oi Tiina ttt Public Law 94-448 
An act to make the provisions of section 
1331(e) of title 10, United States Code, 
retroactive to November 1, 1953. 

ee Private Law 94-102 
An act to authorize and direct the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to reinstate oil and 
gas lease New Mexico 18302. 

Gy i iaiidncnndananasin’ Private Law 94-103 
An act for the relief of Oscar Rene Her- 
nandez Rustrian. 

De Fa eaticannannueie Private Law 94-104 
An act for the relief of Arturo Morena 
Hernandez. 

Gy Bet cnknneminneiind Private Law 94-105 
An act for the relief of Anthony Augustus 
Daley and Beverly Evelyn Daley. 


De DR itinentinmsieninl Private Law 94-106 
An act for the relief of Gary A. Broyles. 
ON Ge attitasennatunauied Private Law 94-107 


An act for the relief of Teresa Marie 
Salman. 

Da iisewinetsnnkedindl Public Law 94-449 
An act to authorize orientation and lan- 
guage training for families of certain of- 
ficers and employees of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

Wi SE inticmceinneeiuawe Public Law 94-450 
Gold Labeling Act of 1976. 








Cumulative Index to Prior Issues 


Third Quarter 


NOTE: The final index to documents appearing in Issues 
Nos. 27—39 of this volume is being printed separately and 
distributed with this issue. 

The fourth quarter index will begin with next week’s 
issue and will be printed at the back of the issue as has been 
customary. 
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